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REPORT OF THE HEALTH OFFICER 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909 


To the Honorable the Board of Health : 


GENTLEMEN—The following is the report of the Health 
Officer for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1909. 


PERSONAL INVESTIGATION OF CASES 


During the year I have investigated, for the purpose of diag- 
nosis, 288 cases that were reported to this department as suspi- 
cious of smallpox or some other contagious disease. Persons 
examined were found to be suffering from various diseases as 
follows: Smallpox, 11; vaccinia, 2; chickenpox, 20; tonsillitis, 11; 
diphtheria, 41; scarlet fever, 68; measles, 35; German measles, 28; 
syphilis, 7; gonnorrhea, 4; tuberculosis, 5; pneumonia, 2; typhoid 
fever, 2; drug erythema, 11; and other diseases, 41. Under the 
head of “other diseases’ are included such ailments as erdicaria, 
scabies, impetigo, acne, eczema, and several others. 


VACCINATION 


Free vaccination has been offered at the Board of Health 
building during the year as heretofore. One of the staff physi- 
cians is on duty from 10 to 11 o’clock daily, except Sundays, for 
this purpose. During these hours, fa large number of persons, 
mostly children, are vaccinated. Besides this routine practice, we 
have, in all cases of smallpox, vaccinated all persons whom we 
could locate that had been in any way exposed to the disease. 
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SMALLPOX 


During the entire year we have had but 11 cases of smallpox 
all of which recovered. Only one of the patients claimed to have 
been vaccinated but showed no scar of successful vaccination so 
that it seems safe to say that none of the cases had ever been 
successfully vaccinated. . The last case recovered and was dis- 
charged from the hospital on the 15th of June. 


SCARLET FEVER 


The number of cases of this disease reported during the year 
shows a reduction over the previous year, the total number 
of cases being respectively 517, and 567, The mortality from 
this disease was also considerably lower, there being but 35 
deaths out of the 517 eases or a morality rate of a little ‘less 
than 7 per cent. as compared with 84 deaths in a total of 567 cases 
ora mortality rate of -15 per; cent. for the previous years nis 
showing of a reduction not only in the number of cases but also in 
the mortality percentage of the cases, is a very gratifying one. It 
seems to show that the mild cases as well as the severe ones were 
recorded in this office and this is undoubtedly due to the fact that 
doctors are reporting all cases that are suspicious of scarlet fever 
as well as those that are pronounced cases and to the further fact 
that through the vigilance of our corps of medical inspectors in the 
schools mild cases are found and reported which would otherwise 
have gone unrecorded. | 

The difference in the mortality of the cases treated outside the 
hospital and those that were cared for in Harper Hospital is quite 
considerable. . During the year 98 cases of scarlet fever were taken 
care of at Harper Hospital and only two died, showing a mortality 
rate of less than 2 per cent. This is, as I have said in my previous 
report, one of the strongest arguments in favor of hospital facilities 
for all of the cases. It is my pleasure to call attention to the fact 
that the plans are now completed for the municipal contagious 
disease hospital and it is my hope that during the year the hospital 
will be completed and thereby facilities for a larger number of 
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cases will be at hand and as a result the mortality from scarlet 
fever in the City of Detroit will be still further reduced. 


DIPHTHERIA 


Judging by the number of cases of diphtheria reported during 
the year, this disease was more prevalent in Detroit than at any 
time during the past five years, but when we come to analyze the 
reasons for this increased number of cases it will become apparent 
that the difference is probably in the number of cases reported 
and recorded rather than in the number of cases that actually existed 
in the city. During the year ending June 30th, 1908, there were 
838 cultures sent in to the bacteriologist for the determination of 
the presence of the diphtheria bacilli, whereas during the present 
year there were 1514 such cultures submitted. This’ shows that 
here too the physicians are becoming more vigilant and are report- 
ing to us not only undisputed cases of diphtheria but all suspicious 
cases as well. Again when we take into consideration that the 
medical inspectors of schools discovered in the school rooms during 
the year 18 cases of unquestionable diphtheria and 818 cases of 
tonsillitis many of which proved upon culture examination to be 
mild cases of diphtheria, the increase in the total number of cases 
reported seems to be pretty well accounted for. 


In the mortality of the disease compared with the number of 
cases we find a slight decrease this year over the year previous. 
During the year ending June 30, 1908, the mortality rate from this 
disease was a little less than 94 per cent., whereas this year we find 
a mortality per cent. 8.6. What has been said of the hospital 
treatment of scarlet fever applies equally well to diphtheria. Of 
199 cases of diphtheria that were treated at Harper Hospital 
during the year, 8 died, showing a mortality rate of approximately 
4 per cent. whereas of the 744 cases treated at their respective 
homes, 73 died, or a mortality rate among these cases of nearly 10 
per cent. This would tend to show that if it had been possible to 
care for all of the 943 cases reported during the year, at the 
hospital, we might have saved 6 per cent. of the cases that had to 
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be treated at home or a total of 44 lives. Again I repeat that this 
saving of lives by hospital treatment is one of the strongest argu- 
ments in favor of a municipal hospital for contagious diseases and 
I am glad that the time is not far distant when the City of Detroit 
will be blessed with such an institution. Let us not forget that 
the advantage of properly isolating the cases in a municipal hos- 
pital and the consequent restriction of the disease and reduction in 
the number of cases is another strong argument which shows the 
need of the early establishment of such an institution. — 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The facilities for the open air treatment of tuberculosis are 
being gradually increased by the addition of tent-houses and cottages 
on our grounds on Hamilton Boulevard. At the beginning of this 
year we had but two tent-houses, one of which was presented to 
the Board of Health by the Tau Beta Alumnae Association. This 
society is made up of young ladies who are much interested in the 
prevention of tuberculosis, and who, besides presenting the Board 
of Health with a tent-house, are paying into our fund annually an 
amount of money sufficient to pay for the care of one patient. 
Each of these small houses had accommodation for two patients 
giving us at that time a capacity of four beds. During the year 
six additional tent-houses were erected and the old building which 
had stood on the grounds, unoccupied, was remodeled and put into 
shape for an administration building and the upstairs was arranged 
as an open ward for the reception of nine patients. This gave us 
a total capacity of twenty-five beds. One of the new tent-houses 
erected during the year was presented to the city and the Board of 
Health by Mr. Adolph Finsterwald in memory of his wife, Eva 
Finsterwald. Besides donating the tent fully equipped, Mr. Fin- 
sterwald has endowed it to the extent that he will pay the expense 
of caring for one patient each .year and the only request that the 
generous donor has made is that the little tent house be named the 
“Eva Finsterwald Tent’. 
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During the Christmas Holiday Season the Michigan Branch of 
the National Red Cross Society conducted a sale of “Christmas 
Red Cross Stamps”, the proceeds of which sale were to be used in 
the Anti-Tuberculosis crusade which is being conducted by that 
Society. The sale of the stamps brought into the treasury of the 
Society about $3,400.00 and the officers subsequently decided to 
give $500.00 to the Michigan State Society For The Prevention of 
Tuberculosis and the balance to the Board of Health for the pur- 
pose of erecting a cottage for the care of patients and of paying 
the expenses of a nurse to look after the patients in that cottage- 
Accordingly a very complete open air cottage has been erected on 
the Hamilton Boulevard grounds for the accommodation of eight 
patients and a nurse. ‘This building is equipped with bath and 
toilet facilities, lockers, etc. 


In February the Detroit Society For the Study And Preven- 
tion of Tuberculosis donated to the Board of Health an amount not 
to exceed $2000.00 for the erection of a building to accommodate 
eight patients and a nurse and they also donated an amount not to 
exceed $400.00 for the purpose of furnishing this building. This 
cottage, known as the “Blue Star Cottage”, has been erected on the 
grounds on Hamilton Boulevard and stands next to the building 
donated by the Red Cross Society and which is known as the 
“Red Cross Cottage’. These two buildings were constructed at the 
same time and are exactly alike. They make a very pretty 
appearance among the group of buildings now used for tuberculosis 
patients and are up-to-date and complete in every respect. 


All of these improvements and additions have fraised our 
capacity from two beds at the beginning of the year to forty-one 
beds at the present time. It is needless to say that besides having 
the beds occupied we have, most of the time at least, a waiting 
list of considerable length. It is the intention of the Board of 
Health to still further enlarge the facilities during the coming sum- 
mer so that we will have accommodations for at least fifty patients 
and ample administration room to take care of that number. 
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The work at the tuberculosis clinic in the Board of Health 
building is constantly increasing and the report of the attending 
physician shows that during the year 459 persons presented them- 
selves at the clinic for examination and the total number of visits 
made to the clinic by all patients was 2008. Needy patients have 
been supplied with milk and eggs during the year, 3450 dozens of 
eggs and 12,498 quarts of milk having: been dispensed. We have 
been supplied with a nurse for our clinic work by the Detroit 
Society For The Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis and without 
Such aid the work of the clinic could not have been so successfully 
carried on. aio fae 

A detailed account of the work done at the clinic and the re- 
sults accruing from the treatment at the Sanatorium may be found 
in)-the-report.opelr.V AG. Vauchanmice Medical Inspector of the 
Board of Health, who has been in direct charge of all'the patients. 
both those who visit the clinic and those ‘treated at the Sanatorium. 


The Board of Health and the city of Detroit are certainly 
under great obligations to Mr. Adolph Finsterwald, The Tau Beta 
Alumnae Association, The Red Cross Society, and the Detroit 
Society for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis for their gen- 
erous gifts which have been described above. Besides these dona- 
tions the Board of Health has received during the year gifts for the 
patients at the Sanatorium from various persons as follows: Mrs. 
Tracy McGregor, heavy fur-lined coat and other clothing; Miss 
Clara Dyar, flowers, fruits and candy; “Luxor Young Women’s 
Missionary Society of the First United Presbyterian Church’, canned 
fruit, jelly and clothing; Mrs. Samuel T. Douglas, Mrs. Charles Du- 
charme, Mr. Herman G. Kiefer, books and magazines. On Christmas 
Day a very pretty celebration was arranged for the patients. A small 
club of ladies consisting of the following: Mrs. Carl Bonning, Mrs. 
Guy 'L. Kiefer, Mrs. A: E. Kiefer, Mrs. R. S:\Melchers, Mrs. A. H. 
Steinbrecher, Mrs. William E. Henze, and Mrs.. Morse Rohnert, 
made arrangements for the festive day. They provided an indi- 
vidual present for each patient, the women being furnished with 
woolen bonnets, the handiwork of the members of the club above 
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referred to, and the men receiving heavy woolen mittens. A 
Christmas tree was nicely trimmed for the occasion and the admin- 
istration building decorated with evergreens and holly. All of the 
decorations were donated by Mr. Samuel T. Douglas, President of 
the Board of Health, and many beautiful flowers were added to the 
decorations, the gift of the Tau Beta Alumnae Association. Grin- 
nell Brothers loaned the use of a music box which added greatly to 
the pleasure of the day. 


For all of these gifts and kindnesses the Board of Health is 
under great obligations to the donors and I desire at this time to 
express in this public report the thanks of the Board of Health. 


The progress made in the crusade for the restriction of tuber- 
culosis during the past year has been considerable. The number 
_ of deaths reported from tuberculosis of the lungs during the year 
was 399 and this is the lowest since the year ending June 30, 1905, 
when. the number reported was 396. During the years since that 
time the number of deaths from this cause were 431, 458, and 443 
for the years 1906, 1907 and 1908 respectively. Whatever has 
been accomplished in our fight against tuberculosis has been done 
up to the present time without the aid of any specific legislation, 
but next year our results should be very much better because we 
will have a good and complete law requiring the reporting of all 
cases of tuberculosis to the Board of Health. This law was passed 
by the State Legislature during this winter’s session and will go 
into effect about Sept. Ist. It is similar to the New York law, the 
latter having been somewhat amended and, in my opinion, im- 
proved. The State Society for The Study and Prevention of 
Tuberculosis, the various local societies, the State Board of Health 
and the various local Boards of Health, all worked together for the 
passage of this law and they were aided by the physicians of the 
state through the State Medical Society and the various county 
medical societies. With all of this sentiment in favor of the pas- 
sage of the bill there should be no reason why the law will not en- 
force itself and when it does, the work against the spread of tuber- 
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culosis will become a less difficult task and the results obtained wil 


be more marked. 


PNEUMONIA 


The number of deaths from pneumonia is about the same as 
that reported last year. During the year ending June 30, 1908, 
there were 431 deaths reported, this year there are 451. This in- 
crease is not considerable when we consider the growth of the city. 
The precautionary measures that we have been able to take for the 
restriction of this disease have been limited almost entirely to the 
disinfection of houses from which deaths from pneumonia are re- 
ported. We are anxious to do more but public sentiment must 
first be aroused through a campaign of education. As soon as 
public opinion demands the notification of cases of pneumonia to 
the Board of Health, the results of our campaign against the spread 
of this disease will be better, 


LY PHOIrDerEVER 


In looking over the mortality tables we find an increased num- 
‘ber of deaths reported from typhoid fever as compared with the 
previous year. Last year there were 76 deaths from typhoid, this 
year there are 98. This increase may be accounted for to some 
extent by a local outbreak of the disease on the east side of the 
city due to an infected milk supply and concerning which I will re- 
port later. What I have said about the notification of pneumonia 
applies equally well and perhaps with greater force, to typhoid 
fever. If we could succeed in having typhoid put on the notifiable 
list, giving us an opportunity to locate all of the cases, we could of 
course do much more towards the prevention of the spread of the 
disease. Ais it is our precautionary measures must be general and 
we must keep in mind the three principle ways in which this dis- 
easee is spread, namely, by personal contact, by flies, and by in- 
fected milk and water. To avoid the spread of typhoid by person- 
a: contact we distribute circulars of instruction to all householders 
in whose houses the disease is known to exist and we disinfect all 
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houses in which a case is reported to have recovered or died. To 
guard against the dissemination of the disease” by flies we are in™ 
structing the people in whose houses typhoid is reported, to prop- 
erly screen the patient’s room and, if possible, the entire house, and 
we are doing all in our power to rid the city of fly-breeding manure 
piles and infected privy vaults. In regard to the milk supply, we 
are keeping track of the supply of all known cases and when we 
find that any given supply is the possible source of the disease we 
stop the distribution of such milk until all possible danger of the 
spread of typhoid has been removed. Right here I desire to re- 
port the outbreak that occurred during September of this year in 
the eastern part of the city and which was due to infected milk. 
Inasmuch asstyphoid cases are reported to this department by but 
few physicians my attention was not attracted to the outbreak untij 
it was well under way. The report of a case by Commissioner 
Haass, of the Board of Health, and the information from him that 
he was told there were a number of cases in that vicinity, led me to 
investigate. By going into the neighborhood and inquiring at some 
of the houses, I was directed from case to case until I had located 
21 cases of typhoid fever, all on the route of one milk vendor. An. 
investigation at the milk depot and the home of the dealer threw 
no light on the subject, that is, there seemed to be no reason why 
he should spread the disease. Dairy Inspector Roehl and myself 
then went out to the farms from which the local dealer procured 
his milk and found filthy and unsanitary conditions and circum- 
stances pointing to these places as the possible sources of the out- 
break. The farms are located along the banks of and near Con- 
nor’s Creek, north of Mack avenue. A further investigation by 
Inspector Roehl revealed the fact that some of the milk dealers in 
that vicinity and along the banks of Connor’s Creek had had cases 
of typhoid fever in their families. Our first step was to shut out 
the sale of all milk from that section in Detroit pending a cleaning 
up which we ordered as follows: All barns and stables as well as 
farm houses and contents to be thoroughly disinfected, all cows 
carefully cleaned, all utensils boiled and disinfected and the use of 
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water from the creek for any purpose, discontinued. Then we 
looked after the disinfection of the premises and utensils of all local 
dealers who had been getting milk from the above named farmers. 
As a result of this action cases of typhoid and deaths from that 
disease in the eastern section of Detroit soon disappeared. I have 
reported this circumstance in full because I believe that it demon- 
strates the need of a law requiring the reporting of all cases of 
typhoid. If we could follow each case in the city from a complete 
system of records, many cases could undoubtedly be prevented 
which are now occurring each year in Detroit and the mortality of 
typhoid could be considerably reduced. Typhoid fever in Detroit 
is, in my opinion, spread by personal contact, by flies and, in occa- 
sional outbreaks, undoubtedly by milk. The water supply seems 
to be beyond suspicion but we can never be sure that it will long ~ 
remain as wholesome as it is today. I desire to repeat in this con- 
nection what I have said in my last year’s report, namely, that there 
is a danger, and this danger is constantly growing, of the contami- 
nation of our water supply from the towns and villages above our 
intake and it seems to me that the time is at hand when Detroit 
must further purify and protect its water supply by a municipal 
filtering plant. Again I desire to call the attention of the Honor- 
able the Board of Water Commissioners to this matter and urge 
them to give it their earnest consideration. 


HOSPITAL FOR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 


The need of more hospital facilities in Detroit for the care of 
contagious diseases has been so conclusively proven and I have 
again called attention to some of the arguments in favor of the 
establishment of such an institution, under the titles, Diphtheria 
and Scarlet Fever, in this report, that it seems to me the sub- 
ject needs no further comment. The improvements and additions 
for the care of cases of tuberctlosis have also been previously 
dealt with in this report. Besides these improvements, the Board 
of Health have had plans drawn for the erection of two hospital 
pavilions, one for diphtheria the other for scarlet fever, each to 
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accommodate thirty patients, to be placed on the grounds on 
Hamilton Boulevard. Besides this, plans have been drawn for an 
administration building to be erected on the same grounds, large 
enough to supply the two pavilions now planned and such addi- 
tional pavilions as may be needed in the future. These plans, 
drawn by architect George D. Mason, have been accepted by the 
Board of Health, and the architect has been ordered to advertise 
for bids and to hasten the work of constructing the hospitals. It 
was the intention of the Board to erect several additional pavilions 
this year but the appropriation of $150,000.00, asked for for that 
purpose was cut by the Common Council and the Board of Esti- 
mates to $50,000.00. Adding to this amount the balance left from 
the original $100000.00 after the fifteen acres of ground on Hamil- 
ton Boulevard and the improvements to the Tuberculosis Sanator- 
ium were paid for, we have at our disposal approximately 
$100,000.00 for the erection of new buildings. With this limited 
amount it will be impossible to complete more than two, or possi- 
bly three, buildings. We hope, however, that by next spring, 
when the Board of Estimates is again in session, our hespital build- 
ings will be far enough advanced so that the members will see the 
need of additional facilities and grant more money to complete the 
plans that are in contemplation by the Board of Health. 


MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS 


In the work of medical inspection of schools the number of 
schools inspected and the number of physicians employed have re- 
mained the same. There are 27 physicians who examine the chil- 
dren in 109 schools, giving each physician four schools, with the 
exception of one who has five. This year two school nurses have 
been added to our staff and they have accomplished much good 
work which will be reported upon under a separate heading. The 
number of pupils examined by all of the physicians was 50,501 and 
the number excluded, 3,499. The principal causes of exclusion 
were tonsillitis, pediculosis and impetigo, and the number of cases 
of each in the order named was, 818, 505, 477. There were also 
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excluded 226 cases of chicken-pox, 171 of scabies, 170 of measles 
and 106 of German measles. 


This year the Medical Inspectors have paid more attention than 
ever before to the examination of children for physical defects. 
Children in whom such defects were found were not excluded from 
school but cards were sent to their parents or guardians recommend- 
ing that they put the child under treatment for the removal or cor- 
rection of the physical defect. In the schools in which nurses 
were employed the results obtained were better than in the remain- 
ing schools but even in those schools, in which there were no nurses, 
the results were gratifying. The total number of pupils in whom 
physical defects were found and the correction of the same recom- 
mended, was 2118. Of this nubmer about 800, or nearly 40 per 
cent. received some attention after the cards of recommendation 
had been sent to their homes. Among the defects found the 
principal ones were, defective eyesight, adenoids,: enlarged 
tonsils, defective teeth and defective hearing. Up to the 
present time the examination of children for physical defects 
has been limited to such pupils as have been referred to the 
physicians by the teachers and principals in all of the schools. In 
December I made an experiment by having one of the doctors and 
a nurse make a complete physical examination of 300 children, 
taking all of the children in several classes of one school, with the 
following result: Of the 300 examined, 208, or nearly 70 per cent. 
were found to have one or more physical defects. The nurse 
followed the children to their homes and succeeded in having a 
large percentage given medical attention and all of those who were 
not attended to immediately, are to have their physical defects 
corrected during the coming summer vacation, according to the 
promises made to the nurse by the parents of the children. I have 
not included among the 208 children who had sc.ne physical de- 
fect, those in whom defective teeth were found and if they were 
counted the total number af chidren out of 300, having some 
physical defect would be 270. This large percentage of children 
having defective teeth led to the establishment of a’ free dental 
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clinic. In this work the District Dental Society, composed of 
nearly all of the reputable, registered dentists of Detroit, gave us 
valuable ‘assistance. They furnished a dentist who examined the 
teeth of the 300 children referred to, free of charge. They then 
established a free dental clinic at Grace Hospital to which all the 
children, whose parents are unable to pay for dental treatment, can 
be taken. At this clinic members of: the District Dental Society 
give their services and the material necessary for the correction of 
the defective teeth, free. Many of the children have been taken 
to the clinic and the improvement in the oral hygiene among the 
pupils of the Parke school has been very marked. 


As a result of the large percentage of physical defects found 
among the 300 pupils above referred to, I have decided to attempt 
next year a complete physical examination of each child entering 
school. The records thus obtained will be kept by a card system 
and in the course of time a complete record of the physical condi 
tion of each child will have been filed. 


Next to defective teeth, the physical defect most common 
among school children was found to be defective eyesight and for 
the correction of most of these cases eye-glasses are necessary. In 
the case of poor families it is difficult to have a careful examina- 
tion of the eyes made at the various dispensaries because such ex- 
amination requires much time on the part of the examining oculist. 
With this difficulty in mind I appealed to the Detroit Ophthalmo- 
logical and Otological, and after presenting the facts to the Club, 
made the request that its members furnish us some aid in handling 
this problem. The club passed a resolution to the effect that if 
the Detroit Board of Health will give the space in its building for 
a clinic room for examination and treatment of the eyes of the poor 
children, after the case has been investigated and found to be poor. 
they, the members of the Club, will divide up the time and give 
their services free of charge for this very worthy charity. The 
Board of Health have accepted this generous offer and expect to 
be ready for this work at the opening of the next school year.. It 
only remains now for the Board to devise ways and means of fur- 
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nishing glasses after they have been prescribed and much good 
will be accomplished for the unfortunate children in removing this 
severe handicap, defective eyesight. 


SCHOOL NURSING 


The work of school nursing was begun in Detroit several years 
ago, the work being done by a nurse furnished to the Board by the 
Visiting Nurse Association. The duties of the nurse are manifold. 
She visits the homes of the children who have been excluded from 
school for contagious diseases to see that they have proper 
attention. When medical attention is required, she prevails upon 
parents to call in their family physician or, in case they are too 
poor to pay for the services of a physician, she sees that the 
city physician is summoned. In minor contagious conditions, such 
as pediculosis and the like, she shows the mother how to clean the 
child’s head and, in many cases, she actually does the cleaning her- 
self. When the child has been examined as to its physical condi- 
tion and a card sent home recommending the correction of some 
physical defect, the nurse sees that, if possible, proper atten- 
tion is given the child. Besides all of this the nurse conducts what 
might be called a clinic, in each school at which she attends. 
Each nurse is given four schools to attend regularly and she is re- 
quired to make such other calls as her time will permit. At the 
school clinic the nurse attends to such minor defects and ailments 
as may be corrected without sending the child to its home. 


The schools regularly attended by the nurses were the Bishop, 
Capron, Washington, and Clinton on the east side by Miss Martha 
Aylesworth and the Hubbard, Webster, Preston and St. Anne’s on 
the west side, by Miss Cassie McIntyre. Miss Aylesworth made a 
number of visits during the year to the Everett, Barstow, Roberts 
Lincoln and Russell schools, besides occasional visits to several 
others and Miss McIntyre assisted in the work of the complete ex- 
amination of 300 children in the Parke school, the work being con- 
ducted by Dr. T. B. Cooley. During the year the two school 
nurses made 1169 visits to the schools and 3723 visits to the homes 
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of pupils. They gave personal attention and such treatment as 
was possible at the school clinic in 4651 different instances and 
personally took 158 children to clinics for treatment. Besides this 
the nurses personally cleaned 46 heads in homes where the mothers 
were either to careless or too ignorant to administer this necessary 
treatment. Of the visits made to the homes of the pupils, 2262 
were made because pupils had been excluded for contagious dis- 
eases and 461 because the correction of physical defects had been 
recommended. Of the 461 cases of physical defects 289, or a little 
over 60 per cent., were corrected. Of these cases 152 suffered 
from defective eyesight and 76 received attention, the large major- 
ity of them being provided with glasses, 79 had diseases of the eye 
not due to defective vision but mostly conjunctivitis and all of 
these received treatment and were relieved. There were 28 cases 
of diseases of the ear, 16 of which received medical attention; 12 
cases of defective hearing all of which were relieved ; 82 cases of 
adenoids, 50 of which were operated upon; 66 cases of enlarged 
tonsils, 25 of which received treatment; 36 cases of defective teeth, 
27 of which were attended to; and 6 cases of phimosis, 4 of which 
were relieved by operation. 


It will be seen by these figures that the work of the visiting 
nurses in the schools is a most valuable one and should be extend- 
to include more of the schools of the city. In February when the 
annual budget of the Board of Health was submitted to the Com- 
mon Council and the Board of Estimates, an appropriation for two 
additional nurses was requested. The good work done by the 
school nurse was recognized by the committees of both of the 
above named Boards, but the Board of Estimates did not think it 
possible to allow money sufficient for the employment of two addi- 
tionol nurses the coming year but did allow the salary for one more 
nurse. This will give us a corps of three nurses for the next 
schoo: year and the results obtained will be in proportion to the 
additional aid thus secured. 
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MILK AND DAIRY INSPECTION 


The two new milk and dairy inspectors who were added to 
our staff by last year’s action of the Common Council and Board 
of Estimates, started upon their duties at the beginning of this 
year. It was my intention that these two men should devote all of 
their time to the inspection of dairiés outside of the city limits from 
which milk was being sent into Detroit. During the year they 
have inspected and made repeated calls to nearly 700 such sources 
of our local milk supply with the result that many improvements 
have been made on the farms and the standard of the milk coming 
to Detroit from the dairies that we have been able to reach, has 
been raised. It has not been possible for the two men to reach all 
of the farms that supply milk for Detroit during the first year of 
their service, but this was not expected. There is no question but 
that the inspection of farms is a step in advance and without such 
inspection it would be practically impossible to ever properly con- 
trol the milk supply of Detroit. The city inspectors are enforcing 
the rules and regulations as applied to the city dairies and milk de- 
pots more rigidly than ever before. Persons who have hitherto 
conducted a small milk business, keeping several cows in a barn on 
a city lot, are being refused licenses on the ground that their very 
location is prima facia evidence against the conducting of a sani- 
tary dairy. A number of complaints have been made during the 
year against persons for selling milk without a license with the result 
that the violators have subsequently gone out of business. 

The report of the milk and dairy inspectors herein printed 
gives a detailed account and tabulated statement of the work done 
in this department both inside and outside of the city limits. 


SMOKE INSPECTION 


The work of this department is constantly increasing. At the 
beginning of this year the Smoke Inspector was given an assistant 
to help him in his duties. The inspectors are still working along 
the line of a campaign of education, endeavoring to teach owners, 
engineers and firemen the necessity of enforcing the smoke ordin- 
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ance. During the year a number of complaints have been made 
against wilful violators, who refuse to pay any attention to repeated 
warnings. The exact number of chimneys inspected, smoke de- 
vices installed, complaints made in court and smoke nuisances 
abated may be found in the report of the Smoke Inspector. 


DISPOSAL OP REFUSE 


In my last year’s report I called attention to the fact that this 
question is being inadequately handled by the city of Detroit. I 
desire to repeat what I then said and to again call attention to the 
fact that it is time for the city to seriously consider this problem 
and to definately solve it. Garbage and ashes are being collected 
by the Department of Public Works but less attention is being paid 
to othe household refuse and horse-manure, the greatest menace of 
all waste, is entirely neglected. The final disposal of all refuse 
other than garbage is of as great importance as is its collection. 
Such refuse as is now collected is taken from the alleys and carried 
to some other place a little farther from the center of the city, 
conveniently called a “dump”. These dumps are aconstant source 
of complaint to the Board of Health and justly so, because they are 
certainly nuisances. It is time that the city be provided with a 
“refuse destructor’, preferably an incinerating plant, which will 
take care of and finally destroy not only the garbage but all the 
house refuse, including horse manure and ashes, after it has been 
collected at regular intervals from each household inthe city. The 
refuse thus collected would first be taken to a sorting yard, all 
salable material picked out and the balance destroyed in the incin- | 
erator. It goes without saying that it might be necessary to have 
several such incinerating plants to take care of all of the refuse that 
would be collected in a city the size of Detroit. This is an import- 
ant question and I again desire to call the attention of the Common 
Council to the matter and urge that they give it their early and 
careful consideration. Formal communications, based upon 
resolutions passed by the Board of Health, bearing upon this sub- 
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ject have been repeatedly sent to the Common Council but up to 
the present time they have received little or no attention. 


HOUSING PROBLEM 


During the year much attention has been paid to the solution 
of this problem. Many unsanitary houses and premises were 
visited and inspected by the Sanitary Engineer. In fact Mr. 
Williamson has given this matter all of his spare time and has 
ordered many changes and alterations and, in some instances, 
houses have been ordered .to be entirely remodeled or even torn 
down. Some of the worst places of this kind in Detroit have 
been entirely removed and others have been considerably im- 
proved. The group of shacks, formerly located on Orleans street 
between Macomb and Monroe and known as the “Japanese 
Village’, has been torn down. Allen’s Mission; a cheap rooming 
house formerly located on Cadillac Square, is no longer doing 
business at that stand. When the business was discontinued there, 
we ordered a thoroug cleaning up and it was done under the per- 
sonal supervision of Sanitary Engineer Williamson. A number of 
old, filthy, wooden cots and bedsteads, not less than 400 pillows, 
about the same number of comforters and 284 mattresses were 
taken out by order of the Board of Health and subsequenfly 
burned. The building was thoroughly cleaned and entirely re- 
modeled and is now being used by a wholsale paint and glass 
company. “Little Hungary”, a row of two-story, delapidated, un- 
sanitary brick buildings, located at the corner of Kirby avenue and 
Riopelle street, and formerly occupied by no less than 150 Hungar- 
ians, has been vacated and ordered remodeled. The order given 
by the court in this case was to the effect that the buildings are not 
to be reoccupied until remodeled in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Board of Health. The remodeling process is 
now under way, an entirely new system of plumbing and drainage 
is being installed, the interior of the buildings is being thoroughly 
renovated and it is the intention of the owner to make stores of the 
majority of the buildings. In the meantime the former occupants 
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of the shacks have left the city, the majority of them having gone 
to the beet sugar fields in various parts of the state. The two- 
story house located at the northeast corner of Antoine and Cham- 
plain streets and known as the “House of All Nations” has under- 
gone a complete change. This place has long been an eye-sore to 
our department and it is a great relief to have had it put out of 
business. Action was brought against the owners of this place by 
Sanitary Engineer Williamson and the court ordered the house 
vacated and the premises remodeled. This order has since been 
obeyed. A number of other places, similar to the ones described 
above, have received the attention of this department. “Suicide 
Row’, 6 and 8 Clinton street, has been ordered vacated and will 
remain vacant until properly remodeled. Temple Hotel, a cheap 
lodging house at 132 Michigan avenue, is now being repaired and 
renovated. The agents having charge of our old enemy known as 
“Tin Can Alley’, a cluster of shacks and sheds occupied as 
dwelling houses, in the rear of Napoleon street between Antoine 
and Hastings, have promised to tear down most of the buildings 
and remodel the remainder. At present a case is pending in court 
against the row of unsanitary houses known as the “Midway” and 
located in the alley between Brandon and Plumer avenue west of 
McKinstry. The “Midway” is composed of a row of twenty frame 
dwellings, none of them suitable for occupancy by human beings. 
It is to be hoped that the action of the court in this case will be 
similar to that in former cases and that the ‘““Midway” will soon be 
a thing of the past. 


Realizing the magnitude of the housing problem in Detroit, 
after the work done by Sanitary Engineer Williamson, the Board 
of Health asked for an appropriation for the employment of a 
Special Sanitary Inspector whose duty it shall be to devote his 
entire time to the correction of this evil. The appropriation was 
allowed and we hope next year to make even greater progress in 
our fight against the existence of unsanitary houses in the city of 
Detroit. 
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ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES 


A complete tabulated account of the complaints received and 
the disposition made of the same will be found in the report of the 
Sanitary Engineer. I desire, however, to call especial attention to 
one or two items that are pointed in the aforesaid tabulation. It 
will be seen that during the year 1131 notices have been served for 
the abatment of the nuisance due to the existence of privy vaults 
within the city limits. Of this number 869 vaults have been entirely 
removed and closets approved by the Board of Health installed in 
their place, In the case of the other 262 the time has not expired 
that was given them to make the necessary changes but in the 
course of another month or two all of these privy vaults nuisances 
will have been abated. In another column we notice that 194 
notices were served to owners of barns and stables to remove horse 
manure. We have been paying especial attention to the privies 
and the manure piles because we are making a fight to rid Detroit. 
as much as possible, of the fly nuisance. Sanitarians are recogniz- 
ing the common house fly as a carrier of disease more each year 
and we propose to prevent the spread of various diseases by the 
house fly, to some extent at least, by attention to the removal of 
manure piles, the. breeding place of flies, and privy vaults, their 
principal feeding places. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


In last year’s report a complete account was rendered by Sani- 
tary Engineer Williamson of the sanitary condition ‘of all of the 
public school buildings in Detroit. This report was made to the 
Board of Education at the request of that Board and I am glad to 
say that they have adopted, as far as was possible with the moneys 
at their disposal, the recommendations made by the Board of 
Health for the improvement of the sanitary conditions of the 
school buildings. Last year a number of the school buildings con- 
tained various types of Smead closets, all of which were condemned 
by the Sanitary Engineer. They have since been replaced in all of 
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the buildings by systems of water closets approved by the Board 
of Health. The Smead heating and ventilating system was also 
found in‘a number of the schools and the recommendation made 
that such systems be removed in all cases. The Board of Educa- 
tion have acted on this recommendation and, as far as the means at 
their disposal would allow, have installed satisfactory steam blower 
systems in the schools above referred to. Minor changes of vari- 
ous kinds have also been made in the school buildings in accord- 
ance with the recommendations of the Sanitary Engineer. Sanitary 
drinking fountains have been installed, separate ventilating flues 
equipped with electric fans for the forcing of foul air from the 
toilet rooms have been put in, ina number. of instances. In some 
of the buildings and particularly in those which have been 
equipped. with new heating and ventilating systems devices for the 
prevention of smoke have been installed. 


Early this year the Board of Health:made some definite 
recommendations to the Commissioner of Parks and Bouleuards 
with reference to the new bath house on Belle Isle. A study of 
the conditions on the island make it evident that the location 
selected for the new bath house is not a desirable one unless the 
island be supplied, as it should be, with a central sewerage system. 
As it is at present the sewerage and surface drainage from the 
entire island flows either directly into the canals or into cess pools 
which, in turn, empty into the canals. ‘The Commissioner of Parks 
and Boulevards assured us that he would do all in his power to 
have such a central sewerage system installed and upon such prom- 
ise alone we allowed the erection of the new bath house. Com- 
missioner Hinchman did include in his estimate an amount suffi- 
cient for the installation of a central sewerage system and pumping 
system but the amount was not allowed by the Common Council, 
The Board of Health and the Health Officer did all in their power 
to have the amount asked for allowed, but in spite of our efforts it 
was cut out. I am of the opinion that the proper sewering and 
draining of Belle Isle Park is an extreme necessity and I trust that 
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next year the Common Council and Board of Estimates will see 
their way clear to allow ample funds for this purpose. 


STATE FAIR EXHIBIT 


At the State Fair which was held in Detroit in September the 
Board of Health was represented by a very instructive exhibit 
under the personal supervision of Dr. Hayward. Our exhibit met 
with the commendation of Governor Warner, the State Food and 
Dairy Department and the public as well. Various methods of 
examining milk, both chemically and bacteriologically, were demon- 


strated and there was a carefully prepared exhibit of pathological 
conditions found in meat. 


= 


THE EMPLOYEES 


All of the employees have done good conscientious work. In 
spite of the fact that the number of our employees have not been 
increased in proportion to the growth of the city and in spite of the 
consequent increase of the work, no complaint has been heard on 
the part of any of the members of the staff and the clerks and 
inspectors have continued their extra work with their usual willing- 
ness and application to duty. 


THE BOARD 


In closing my annual report I desire again to express to your 
Honorable Board my appreciation of the consideration and support 
shown me at all times. Iam satisfied that without such hearty and 
consistent co-operation it would not have been possible to have 
obtained such satisfactory results in my work. | 


Repectfully submitted, 


GUY AL RIE BE aie 
Health Officer. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 


To the Honorable the Board of Health. 


DETROIT, July 1, 1909. 


GENTLEMEN—The following is respectfully submitted as the 
report of the Secretary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1909. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


. Fund 
PU TOXIIO Rae cee, te ne Es $1,300.00 
Publishing, ecg +025 sea fates 50.00 
Care of poor patients ........ 5,000.00 
ADISIN LeCtants ced wes. «Ge masa Gate 1,000.00 
Del eanre tee eee ee eres, 900.00 
CSTOCETICS Oo. so oetatonin) Ae cktt at 3,000.00 
General expénse:....:..4..,. 400 00 
Fhospital > repalrsa..<. 02 6 400.00 
Hospital:supplies..7..5... 5. 150.00 
Transportation of patients..... 100.00 
Laboratory supplies.......... 250.00 
Messenger services. 2-. 3) 4. 500.00 
POStAGC iis co? vigie onan ei anes 125.00 
Printing and stationary....... 700.00 
Transportation of Inspectors .. 1,680.00 
Vaccine Wace oe ee teenie 3 200.00 
Labor at Smallpox Hospital... 800.00 
Medical Inspectors of schools.. 6,750.00 
Automobile maintenance...... 600.00 
Care tuberculosis patients...... 1,200.00 
Fixed salaries... -. sae cise 29,448.00 


Expended 
$1,793.60 
DEOL 
7,671.71 
T,643,39 
L115. 57 
3,001.58 
550.32 
237.95 
Pegs Ps 
48.00 
236.12 
756.50 
150.00 
783.00 
2,045.63 
160.33 
638.57 
6,750.00 
762.46 
8,424.15 
29,397.25 


$ 


Balance 


ao eh, 


162.05 
126.08 
52.00 
13.88 


39.67 
161.43 


162.46 


50.75 


Deficit 
$ 493.60 


2,00 RL) 
643.39 
215.57 

1.58 
150.32 


256.50 
25.00 
83.00 

365.63 


7,224.15 


30 REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 


Per diem of two members of the 
Board of Examiners of 


Plumberss® soverew an 480.00 480.00 
Salaries of six plumbing In- 

spectorseys. = espe 6,000,00 6,000.00 
Salary of Clerk of Board of 

Examiners of Plumbers 300.00 300.00 
Clerk Sanitary department.... 300,00 300.00 
Transportation of six plumbing 

Inspectors csr cet 5 720.00 720.00 


Books, stationery, stamps, etc., 
for Board of Examiners 
Oleelumbers eee eee 100 00 90.91 9.09 


r ——__. —— 


$60,783,00 74,086.57 659.34 12,292.91 








The several funds as above stated are the amounts allowed by 
the Board of Estimates for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1909, 
and the expenditures are for the same period. 


The Antitoxin fund, $1,300.00, shows an overdraft of $493.60, 
which the Common Council provided for by appropriations 
amounting to $554.07, so that there was a balance of $60.47 in this 
fund at the end of the fiscal year. 


The Care of Poor Patients fund, $5,000.00, was overdrawn by 
$2671.71, which the Common Council provided for in part by ap- 
propriations amounting to $2,475.00, leaving a net deficit of $196.71 
in this fund at the close of the fiscal year. ; 


The Disinfectants fund, $1,000.00, was overdrawn by 643.39, 
which was provided for by appropriations on the part of the Com- 
mon Council amounting to $1,859.88, so that a balance of $216.49 
remained in this fund at the end of the year. 

The Fuel fund was overdrawn by $215.57, which was provided 
for by an appropriation of $300.00, leaving a balance in this fund 
of $84.43 

The Groceries fund $3,000.00, was exceeded by $1.58, which 
was provided for by an appropriation of $75.00, so that a balance 
of $73.42 remained in this fund at the end of the fiscal year. 
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The General Expense fund, $400.00, was overdrawn by 
$150.32, which was provided for by appropriations amounting to 
$135.00 and the proceeds of the sale of an unused safe for $40.00, 
so that a balance of $24.68 remained in this fund at the end of 
the year. ke 


The Messenger Service fund, $500.00, was overdrawn by 
$256.50, which was provided for by an appropriation of $275.00, 
leaving a balance of $18.50 at the end of the year. 

Postage fund, $125.00, was overdrawn by $25.00, which was 
provided for by an apprupriation of that amount. 

The Printing and Stationery fund was overdrawn by $83.00, 
which was provided for by an appropriation of $100.00, so that a 
balance of $17.00 remained in this fund at the end of the fiscal 
year. 

The Transportation of Inspectors fund, $1,680.00, was exceed- 
ed by $365.63, because the two Milk Inspectors working in the ter- 
ritory outside the city, which supplies milk to Detroit, required 
more money for transportation and other expenses in that connec- 
tion, than had been appropriated for that purpose, and this was 
provided for by a transfer of $400.00 from the balance remaining 
from last year in the Public Health fund, to this year’s Transporta- 
tion fund, leaving a balance of $34.37 in this fund. 

The Automobile Maintenance fund, $600.00, was overdrawn 
by $162.46, which was provided for by an appropriation of 
$130.00, and a transfer from Labor at Smallpox Hospital funa of 
$32.46. 

The Care of Tuberculosis Patients’ fund, $1,200.00, was’ over- 
drawn by $7,224.15, which was provided for from time to time 
during the year by appropriations by the Common Council amount- 
ing altogether to $7,845.00, and by $434.00 received from the Tau 
Beta Alumnae Association of this city, in payment for the care, 
from April 23 to June 30, 1909, by the Board of Health of one 
patient in the hospital tent erected by that Association on the hos- 
pita) grounds and donated to the Board of Health, so that a bal- 
ance of $1,054.85 appeared in that fund at the end of the year 
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The balance of $161.43 shown in Labor at Smallpox Hospital 
fund should be reduced by $32.46 transferred to Automobile 
Maintenance fund on June 29, by authority of the Common Coun- 
cil, leaving a true balance in that fund of $128.97. | 

The total of the balances in all the funds as above shown is 
$2,211.09, which should be reduced by $196.71, the overdraft in 
the Care of Poor Patients fund unprovided for at the close of the 
year, leaving a net total balance of $2,014.38, at the end of the 
fiscal year. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASE HOSPITAL 


The money received from the sale of the bonds issued for the 
purpose of erecting and equipping this hospital, amounting to 
$100,000.00, was credited on the books of the City Controller to 
the Public Health fund, and had been expended in part at the end 
of this fiscal year, as follows: 


Fifteen acres additional land for site at 

S200000 peracten aur es ue rae $37,500.00 
Abstract: of stitlemete.4 705 sees ea 44.31 
Six hospital tents for tuberculosis patients, 

additions and improvements to hos- 





pital building for same purpose.... 2,221.10 
Furniture and equipment of this building 
and*tents drone serene eas erate ae ele 2,990.29 
$42,121.70 100,000.00 
42,121.70 
Balances ais ad tac ahee ne 57,878.30 


BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF PLUMBERS 


By an act of the State Legislature the Board of Health is re- 
quired to appoint a Board of Examiners of Plumbers, whose duty 
it is to hold meetings for the purpose of examining persons who 
may apply for licenses, to engage in the business or trade of master 
or journeyman plumbers in Detroit and to issue licenses to those 
entitled to receive them. A fully equipped shop for this purpose is 
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Oa 


maintained in the Board of Health building. The Board of Exam- 
iners so appointed holds meetings regularly every Wednesday even- 
ing at 7 o'clock, at the Board of Health building, for the purposes 


above mentioned. 


The following is a statement of the work done during the year 
by that Board, and of the fees collected : 














Journey- 
men 
Renewal 


$1 00 
1 50 
50 


Master 

MONTH Plumber 
Renewal 

SPW Vee ss inate ms Ntap err oe $4 00 
PRU USO 3 onstes cet tancks 2 00 
September ......... 2 00 
@etoherter os.20 oss ae 1 00 
Bove Deh .0caeuen 2s 1 00 
Decem ber.m who <a 3 00 
TOR UAT Veer tetas sis « 217 00 
eb riya ryire ne ne tus, 28 00 
IWEOUCIE CE Mates 5 os: 13 00 
PLD TU Pe cota oan et aks 4 00 
Ey LA. eae nee ete 6 00 
TREN ode pc oie ar 3 00 
prota ls seen e ate ah. $284 00 


Which amount was paid into 


Registra- 
tion of 
Drainlayers 


15 00 


$340 50 








the Public Health fund; as required by law. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JONH F. McKINLAY, 














Applica- 
tions for Total 
Examina- 
tion 
$8 00 $31 50 
8 00 34 50 
4 00 20 50 
2 00 21 00 
8 00 37 00 
6 00 33 50 
36 00 347 00 
32 00 139 50 
50 00 120 00 
24 00 (oe \l, 
6 00 40 00 
16 00 39 00 
$200 00 $937 00 


the city treasury and credited to 


Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR OF VITAL 
STATISTICS 


Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR—I respectfully submit the following as the report 
for the contagious disease and vital statistics department for the 
year ending June 30th, 1909. 


SUMMARY OF MORTALITY. 





AGE 
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SUMMARY OF MORTALITY—Continuec 





PLACE OF BIRTH 
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CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 


Table showing deaths by months from contagious diseases 






































= i a 
: : So 
DISEASE | 9 Ce nae ee Geis 
SHE RGD EE TA ipa Bee aT ee 
REE he, Go) eh dite Oct tia ta Sepa gie pI S| eng o | 
eric Oace ee oe eC cious ahead wi) age Vcr) SS 
3 5 Orne, Sas © 3 o Ou 5 ° 
my te | gree O e Cees ee oe [ee] 
Diphtheria... 3] 3) 5° 6 11/13] 11 8|/ 4] 3] 81 
Scarlet Fever.| 0] 2 35) 4 OE) ty EAT 9 79 ie ad eae ee GS 
Smallpox..... 0/ 0/ 0: 0. 0| 0] o| 0} of oj] of o| o 














Table showing present condition of contagious diseases 





DURING THE YEAR 

















rf ri 
DISEASE a3 | -¥ 

§ RE, oy n 

° = 9 = 

Scag ot es 

Bas the es Q 
IVC INOLERR se en eee are Son ae Ne NY Sas GS tae SS 943 | 862 81 
SCaPler SRC VEL se eee ie eee ee UN we beaw hele a 517 482 35 


SHEET tk ee TE a a a te lta ald 0 
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CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 


Table showing cases reported by months in comparison with preceding yaars. 























DIPHTHERIA SCARLET FEVER 
MONTH 
1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 
July athe eee cee 31} (20. oder asl Gs sep ha Brees Pela Le 
August sas! Veh 384-274 9 dal i338 Semmens o| one 4 planet) 
September....... t OL 43 36 89 8 32 33 28 
October. ..... Ale 306 dl S018: 76th LOB ead te 2 eta a mene 
November......... 1052) A648 G5 8188 al we aso fies alent 
December.. ....... 102 66 62 121 44 54 58 63 
Fannary, 1909.-,..c.¢ “BOS |2) 69d ast 00s 58 ue azo vee 
Pebruary 5 0 i oss 61 45 42 69 40 49 47 43 
March .... .. cake) ZS OGG BO AOS 1 Ob) | ned 4 a ee ae 
Aprithetenase. cis HOO) S60 2 SL Re Sil ie 2 a OOM aa 
Maya. net od eos 50 24 54 58 35 45 70 
June..... SOAR oa cen) Meee’ Se Ms pec pane We BSR Ly ee. 
Totaly ome 804 | 596 | 523 | 943 | 487] 443] 569 | 517 
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MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS 


Number of pupils examined during year 
ending. Janersa ys OO me acto © eta aa e\e:s 50,501 
Number of pupils excluded ...... dar sghe 3,499 


CAUSES OF EXCLUSION 


WCARIMGTONORCN ate ur et eit te aac at ah ame IZ 
PEEP O rsa Dacia nites Soph Oe aan aue Gee ae lesa dn a: oae 18 
ROUSi ities ters wore eas chien x scner oe 818 
Measles” rsecncrox. es ne ays saniaa 2 913 ar = 170 
Ripetire trent the re ae a Be score vaue 41 
PES reg at en term G a ei as «seine s 0.) Kauad 106 
DMA POE fete OA ee aceew tien beech 0 
CIC KEN £00 Sarre mire! tals thevs, 5) buns, «eet eins fo 226 
WhREODET CONUS edad ire Se aN en eeile nets 77 
PECICULOGIS ND Sas Otel areola Rh ielc ees he tele 505 
BIT VV OF [hr te otiels cw tetera. A ee ts oye ass «a 128 
Wt peti ramen Weel Moma thee lat eas eee 477 
Sdabieetecs tere eee sss fe ote ee EY 171 
Ofhere Diseases. sca scrc eee Oe oad ake @ penne 750 

Totaly. comenin araae cles 3,499 


Number of pupils in whom one or more physi- 
cal defects were found and corrections of 
same recommended .++.0..54-ce00s-+% 08 2,118 


PHYSICAL DEFECTS FOUND 


Defective eye-sight....%...ccesstevescscsees 598 
Diseases of eyes...... Sip enaeene fees an cas 274 
Diseases’ Of, 85S) js miew scons clve Risis s #4 Sa lo ete 30 
Defective hearitig tsi vece ie sess dndteves «aes 106 
Adenoids ... ....seee ee eee ee cere ee eeees 347 
Enlarged ‘tonsils, foc. Matos ates 2 corel alae: S56 


Enlarged tonsils and adenoids ............ ls 202 


i 
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Curvature of spine ie cities ces cies sre «rs és 
Disease.of the heart i)-.5/ewo3 oe os oe cs ce = 6 
Disease of the lungs... --csesmsme pei bees alm 2 
Defective teeth 23.0%). Saeneee es cee eu ees . vie 110 
Extreme nervousness and mental deficiency... 27 
Enlarged cervical glands....... i. Rene 13 
Malnutrition: and anaemia o>. eee eae 14 
SOUTES. se ee teas BEAM oH Sd nt Fal eee > 
Chores ene ris cea ca's'ars siemens? 7 
Defective speechic. 5.3.5). <8 asta penne sts oo 2 
Paralysis sayy calets tess patentee + 4G omeiemee : 2 
Nasal polypl .cae. os. elem tai ee 2 
PIMOSIS | o56 cas hae cee sas anew «Ceeine ney 6 
Cleft palate i... 5<:cc: clase ta lete arte feats tarde aera Maree 1 


SCHOOL NURSING 


Visits to- schools. Gnu cetmcs -oe neaae anes 1169 

fo (homes of upupils sy oo nico ee lee 3723 
Cared for at:school clinic ivs<< suet te cte cts 4651 
Children taken to dispensaries............... 158 
Personally cleaned heads... 5. 6... ease. - 46 


Of;the visits made to homes 


For contagious diseases. .... .......00. ess 2262 
For correction of physical defects.... ........ 461 


The physical defects and results obtained were as follows: 


Defective eye-sight....3....%2.... 152 corrected 76 
Diseases of eye (most conjunctivitis) 79 te 79 
Diseases Of "earner ckcctaws as serenies 28 Hy 16 
Defective hearing... .4..-5.4--- AG ike = 12 
Adencidsisic 2 ree ee cee heyhey? a 50 
Enlarged tonsilstoec.cc wea cates , 66 oy, 25 
Defective teeth cn .stoan wlowsacamas sn poe 27 
Phimosis «e's ca ewan es ae ts S 4 
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‘BIRTHS REPORTED 


For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1909. 





MONTH Male | Female} Total 

PNY LOO Grattan 5 aiecaee coattet Sieaentnid oes cai g has, ays + 487 439 926 
AUSUSH A peeae op te rere dine eneerte ke oh hss 6s 462 414 876 
DEpleneben so cts at egos cats eee td at id t's = Sale d es _. 446 394 840 
Qotobers aie pete ie tne ete) aieita ne ols a 478 328 806 
Woyermbew ce te ow rege tas ores te Algae 410 387 197 
TIECET DEES un cetera oar Male ee Ve Gi Pia cir ko Bis ane A ee 361 735 
PARMA LY he LOG eet aee teh Ricia leo ste AAS op'e ! fares 409 389 798 
Benenary. | ch wiss his weneieee b SGMib"s ve ee AOA 397 851 
MANCINI MER Nel Rte cise aa use oa MN Ie So alas ass 443 378 821 
BOOK eee hee et as eas hadinns evel ss o's 462 452 o14 
Mayotte oy Zit ie! OAM are as 369 370 739 
Tees eos ae re et aye eats Me eerie 418 364 782 
Totale ae ead erie eat ta Arr 321m 27078 ose 





Birth rate per M per annum 23.10 on a basis of an estimated 
population of 428,000 inhabitants. 
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SUMMARY OF MORTALITY—Continued 


Table showing computation for the death rate of the city. 





oS 
o 
Az) 
© B 
MONTH = = Bo 
a £ Ob a 
Bs =J y= Ae A 
oS i= oO oe 74 
Es adi eta ci ‘Z 
Daly, G08, Matin nee es) pte ewer ls 612 58 37 21 | 496 
AUSUSE cp ie the siete elon men he 605 46 45 16 | 498 
Septem ber race pee ktled. sete 552 32 38 22 | 460 
October .. 2 host eleass me ahs pu nee 552 30 38 13 | 471 
November.0425020. 2. teu on sem se 545 45 39 16 | 445 
Detembery sete: cao e cota 505 46 38 14 | 407 
January, 1909 ....... Weer. 2 hehe 565 35 3W 21 472 
February ohio... 5 sje 08-0 sp aamue 525 42 38 14 431 
March ol) Wena atin statin, ate ale 673 41 ot 26 | 569 
April siicn wera eee Sot wantetie oer 653 46 42 18 | 547 
Mayi coi bine cre at par caes pees 589 36 50 13 | 490 
TUG ed Cea heae acts Stes oes Canis fo 502 41 32 24 | 405 
Total sac cashes care ee eens 6878 498 471 218 | 5691 
Still-born premarure birth, and 
died outside city #4 oe)... 1187 
IN ef total et Uieon a a Mgtols ig 5691 





Death rate per 1000 per annum 13.29 on a basis of an esti- 
mated population of 428,000 inhabitants. During the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1909, there were copied 6878 certificates of deaths 
and 9885 certificates of births, and transcripts$of same,forwarded 
to the Secretary of State at Lansing, Mich. 


It is also the duty of the Registrar to copy household and 
final reports of all cases of diphtheria and scarlet fever occuring 
within the city limits, and mail the same each day to theySecretary 
of the State Board of Health. 
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During the fiscal year ending June: 30, 1909, 582 certified 
copies of death certificates were issued of these 91 were given free 
to widows, the same being desired by them for use in pension 
claims, and for the remainder 491 copies, a charge of fifty cents 
each was made, the amount received therefore was $245.50, and 
said sum deposited at the office of the City Treasurer. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY T. RENSHAW, 
Registrar, 
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RED CROSS COTTAGE 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 52 
























































BLUE STAR COTTAGE 


REPORT OF MEDICAL INSPECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909 
Guy L. Kiefer, M D., Health Officer. 


DEAR SIR:—I have the honor to submit the following report 
concerning the work which has been done in connection with tuber- 
culosis for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1909. 


The progress made in the fight against tuberculosis during the 
past year has been quite encouraging. The education of the public 
with regard to the nature of tuberculosis and the manner in which it 
is transferred from individual to individual has apparently advanced 
to a sufficient extent to be productive of practical results. Thus 
whereas a year ago practically all patients coming under observation 
at the clinic were well advanced cases to whom no hope of ultimate 
recovery could be given, in June 1909 out of 35 new patients pre- 
senting themselves for examination 12 proved to be suffering with 
the disease in an incipient form. ‘Ten of these patients came to the 
clinic because other members of their household were suffering with 
the disease and their own general health appeared to be below par. 
While people have evidently learned that tuberculosis must be re- 
garded as contagious and are consequently frequently notifying the 
Health Office of where cases exist and require disinfection, they 
have at the same time for the most part adopted a wonderfully sane 
attitude towards this disease. They have apparently learned that 
tuberculosis is a disease in which contagion can be avoided when 
proper precautions are taken and that it is curable in its early stages. 
As an example of the truth of this last statement may be mentioned 
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the almost universal optimistic attitude of clinic patients in whom a 
diagnosis of incipient tuberculosis is made. 

The work which has been done during the past year may be 
conveniently described under two heads, first, the work of the clinic, 


second, the hospital work. 


TUBERCULOSIS CLINIC 


During the year ending June 30th 1909, 459 persons have pre- 
sented themselves for examination at the clinic, the total number of 
visits made to the clinic by all patients being 2008. The routine 
followed at the clinic may be described as follows: All patients. 
presenting themselves for the first time are subjected to a thorough 
physical examination of the chest, their history is taken and they 
are furnished with a proper receptacle for the collection of a sample: 
of sputum which they are requested to bring with them on their’ 
following visit. Before their return to the clinic they are visited im 
their home by the nurse connected with the clinic who investigates’ 
the conditions under which they live, the precautions, if any, which 
are taken with reguard to the disposal of sputum and whether or 
not they are financially able to secure such nourishment as is neces- 
sary for their welfare. The report of the nurse is made to the phy- 
sician in charge of the clinic before the second visit of the patient. 
Tuberculous patients who cannot afford to secure milk and eggs for 
themselves are supplied with these essentials through the clinic. 
During the past year there have been dispensed to needy tubercu- 
lous patients 3,450 dozens of eggs and 12,498 quarts of milk. All 
patients without exception are given detailed instructions with regard. 
to the proper disposal of their sputum and are furnished with gauze 
and sputum boxes to be used for collecting the material expectorated. 
Through the medium of the clinic we have been enabled to follow 
these patients and to become acquainted with any change in address 
and to care for the disinfection of vacated premises. For example 
several patients have changed their residence three or four times 
during the past year and in each instance we have been able to dis- 
infect the vacated premises. Where patients have been confined 
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to their bed and are unable to attend the clinic visits have been 
made to their home by the physician. During the past year 309 
visits of this nature have been made. Wherever we have found a 
case of tuberculosis the other members of the household have been 
advised of the desirability of placing themselves under temporary 
observation at the clinic.. Many have availed themselves of the 
opportunity thus afforded and a large number of the incipient cases 
at present attending the clinic have been discovered in this manner. 


TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL WORK 


The work of the hospital may in a way be called supplimental 
to that of the clinic. The primary object of the hospital is not so 
much the cure of the individual patient as practical instruction in 
the manner in which he should live in order to further his own in- 
terests and especially to prevent the spread of the disease to others. 
Incidentally the patient is the recipient of the best treatment while 
in the hospital and everything possible is done to help him to over- 
come the disease. 

During the past year 101 patients have received treatment in 
the hospital for periods varying from a few days to 21 weeks. Pa- 
tients have been received in all stages of the disease without regard 
as to whether there is hope for their ultimate recovery or not. For 
purposes of convenience therefore the cases admitted have been 
arbitrarily divided into three classes as follows: 

Ist. Early stage, in which recovery with entire arrest of the 
disease process should occur under favorable circumstances. 

2nd. Moderately advanced stage, in which an arrest of the 
disease only can be expected. ‘The majority of these cases can be 
temporarily arrested and afew may be for all practical purposes 
cured. 

3rd. Advanced stage, in none of these can a permanent arrest 
of the disease process be expected. Temporary arrest may occur 
in a small proportion of these cases. 

Among the 101 patients admitted during the year 27 have been 
classified as belonging to the first stage, 34 to the second, and 40 
to the third stage of the disease. 


Ol 00 oT cai ON oe Oe er ak) ON 


NH NHN NHN NPP RPP PRP YP Pe) 
Ba te, (eee Rots be seo MRO Con TN ts Cue no Eien 


The following is a tabulated report of the hospital cases: 
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Present Condition 


At home in country 


State Sanatorium, Howell 


At home in city 

At home in country 
At home in city 

At home working 


At home working 


National Jewish Hospital, Denver 


At home working 

At home working 

At home in city 

At home in city 

At home working 
Gone to New York 
Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 
At home working 

At work in city 

At work in city 

At home working 
Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 


Went to Denver 


Pee EARLY: SAGE, 2/- CASES 

gate eee Gain or loss in 

hospital peer 
Aas. 13 Weeks | Plus 15 lbs. 
HG. 1Ouee fed Osepats 
HE. Siena: hae a fae 
W.S. die pas iO ae 
J.M. LOras Ba aden 5 
SHU, One ue, ee 
Fe: Oga" site! ae 
M. Z. Pi Ai ve eine 
Ja Be bie pia) hase 
EE. Beran’ fda esi 
be ae es BA be tLe 
Ike Sine al Oa 
VE; 2 ee ie) ue 
EPG: LO re age zeae 
ARTS: TOM Shee Minus 1 ‘ 
Ja N: 2 eaten Piuss ton me 
Lak: Cn Agia oh 
RaW. OPP ‘Sa ays: 
E20; 4“ Minus 4 ‘° 
MC: fae a Plus 24 ‘‘ 
A. W. eo eee soe ts 
M. K. Tie Pw 1 Di sata 
M.M. Brie: ened oy 
CAwe 2 ne pias oa 
Pw. aM ie le aay 
M. W. 2 Days 
M. K TANV Ces Woo oca re Lees 


dN 
~JI 











At home in city 
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2. MODERATELY ADVANCED, 34 CASES 


Length of 
Case stay in 
hospital 
Ye hee 21 Weeks 
2 WS Due 4 
3 4 
4 HL) ata 
5 Lewes 
6 Nh Sy 
q LT ee 
8 3 Days 
9 ‘ape 


4 Weeks 
4 sé 
3 6é 
A ets 


po 
Oo 


nay 
(e%) 
Sipe ener wn. ible Uncen amecs ett fab 


rary 
e 
pi Credence, et Ge re ead fs Oo bam Gormsig oS ere cial oe 
ie 
WwW 


ray 
dO 


ras 
f 


10 é¢ 


Sw HHP RP PP 
He OO ON A UW 


i) ay 

1 aiDay 
12 Weeks 
15 6é 
4 ea 


BERRY 
PRE PH UE APOE 


1 
4 
1 
3 
ok 
1 
3 
4 


Gain or loss in 


weight 
Plus 16 Ibs. 
‘ec een 
“ Gta 
Fi iN Guus! 
7 heart 
reo) og eas 
6é 34 ée 
&< 1 « 
Minus2 ‘ 
Sh lus sige 
Minus 2}4 ‘ 
Pius 723 or 
7 ra eh 
Te 1, ee 
6 Qo. 
“ Bae 
7 BPar 
ce gt 
ieee t bab 
aes be a 
Plus 8 Ibs. 
Les Heyy, Tees 
Sie be ae 
“ ok ea 
Not weighed 
Plas Glial bs. 
Minus3 ae 
PluseeLOl ms 
Not weighed 
Minus tie he 


Not weighed 








Present Condition 


At home working 

At home working 

At home working 

State Sanatorium, Howell 
Lives in city 

Lives in city working 
Lives in city working 
Living in city 

Living in city 

Gone to northern part state 
Gone to northern part state 
Gone to New York 
Living in city 

Living in city 

Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 

At home in city 

At home working 
Remaining in hospital 

At home in city 

At home in city 

At home in city 

Died after returning home 
At home in city 

At home working © 

At home 

Remaining in hospital 
Transferred (appendicitis) 
Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 
Remaining in hospital 
Whereabouts unknown 
Remaining in hospital 


Whereabouts unknown 
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3. ADVANCED, 40 CASES. 








Case Sony ith Berne 1D Present Condition 

hospital 
ANG 6 Weeks | Too sick not weighed | Died 3 weeks after leaving hosp’l 
eG: (es Plus“ 7= lbs. Living in city 
Mac, Shaves OS As Sears In hospital, working 
M.O. LOmeee, Minus 6 “' Died 
Cea. leet Plas 14“ Living in city 
MaG Saat me Se Living in city 
AeA Gaeta Living in city 
M. F. 3 Lop Yoer ie Living in city 
SLES Sak Not weighed Died from hemorrhage in hospital 
Ete V7 ray ot Not weighed Died 6 weeks after leaving hospital 
PS. 0] ater  %|¢Plus’ Ze Ibs. Went to Eloise 
M. V. Die ae ae ke wea Living in city 
Ee) ET. Fee Not weighed Died 3 weeks after leaving hospital 
Beko Seis: Not weighed Died 3 months after leaving hosp’! 
da Ke elle f Plus. 4 Ibs. Living in city 
BOK: 7h I e Og Living in city 
Ine, See q TAS Living in city 
A.M. 1 Day Not weighed Living in city 
G. B. 1 Week | Plus 14 lbs. Living in city 
ab: Si as 6 Died 2 month after leaving hosp’l 
Eek; Sea Minus 14 ° Living in city 
Ai Sa Au. Plus ang te ks Went home to sit by the fire, dead 
Baise Lae °° Minus 1 ‘ Living in city 
MET. Genre ts Plus 12 2hy* ‘Living in city 
EL SEO it Minus 2 Died 4 weeks after leaving hospital 
J.M, 5 Days | Not weighed Died 4 weeks after leaving hospital 
M. D. 11 Weeks| Plus 6 “ Remaining in hospital 
M.S. Tae RUS tee ate lh Sigs Remaining in hospital 
Je7B: 11 Days | Not weighed Died of hemorrhage in hospital 
LOM iy 8 Weeks| Plus 3 ' At home in city 
Jays Te: Not weighed Died 5 weeks after leaving hospital 
See pH Tay Minus + ° Whereabouts unknown 
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3.. ADVANCED, 40 CASES—Continued 




















Case Sera Se aay iB Present Condition 
hospital 
Sey Ba 8% LOL te Died 4 weeks after leaving hospital 
34 M.G. 1 Day Not weighed Remaining in hospital 
cee ee UE sre Not weighed Remaining in hospital 
30°70 .oM: 1 Week Remaining in hospital 
ef” Cpa) Oh ah: Not weighed Remaining in hospital 
S87 Cet. 3. Rae Remaining in hospital 
59 aur: Ee pk Not weighed Remaining in hospital 
40 S. W. 13 ee Minus 4 lbs. Remaining in hospital 


From an examination of the above tables we see that among 
the first stage cases 24 out of the 26 patients remaining in the hos- 
pital for an interval of at least one week showed improvement in 
weight, this improvement in weight being in all cases accompanied 
by a corresponding improvement in their general condition. In 
other words 92.6 per cent. of the early stage cases did well during 
their hospital residence. Among the 34 cases classified as moder- 
ately advanced 24 showed improvement in weight and general con- 
dition, a percentage of 70. Out of 40 advanced cases 17 showed 
improvement in weight and general condition during their hospital 
stay. In other words 42.5 per cent. of the advanced cases showed 
temporary improvement during their stay in the hospital. 


While it is too early to state whether the early and moderately 
advanced cases which have gained during their stay in the hospital 
have acquired a permanent arrest of their disease process, those in- 
dividuals which have been under observation for from 3 to 4 
months since their residence in the hospital have held the ground 
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which they gained in a most satisfactory manner. Moreover these 
cases if they follow the instructions which have been given them 
during their stay in the hospital will cease to be sources of danger 
and infection to the community in which they live. 


Respectfully yours, 


V. C. VAUGHAN, Jr, 
Medical Inspector. 


REPORT OF MEDICAL INSPECTOR AND 
DISINFECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909 
Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer: 


DEAR SIR:—I have the honor to submit the following report 
as Medical Inspector and Disinfector for the fiscal year ending 
June 30th, 1909. 


REMARKS 


It has been my pleasure to submit to you, from time to time, 
recommendations for the betterment of the service in my district, 
and to call your attention to the sanitary conditions observed by 
me, especially in the eighteenth ward. The remedy for existing 
evils having been applied as far as practicable at this time, through 
your Sanitary Engineer, removes the necessity for further com- 
ments, except to say that a noticeable reduction in the number of 
contagious diseases is apparent for the present fiscal year as com- 
pared with the past. 


I trust that, with the introduction of new pavements, and drain- 
age, the removal of the public dumping ground now located in the 
heart of the ward, and just a block away from one of the main 
arteries of traffic and business, together, with the increasing co- 
operation on the part of the citizens thereof, your hopes for ideal 
conditions will be realized; to that end my best effort shall be di- 
rected. 
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SMALLPOX 


The annual visit of our ancient enemy smallpox was noticeable 
to a small degree during the present year. One half of the number 
of cases appearing as the previous year and none of these originat- 
ing in the city. Were it not for the position it occupies in the 
realm of infectious diseases, I would pass it over in silence, for the 
types were of the mildest character, with an inconsequental dura- 
tion. Eleven houses were 'disinfected, two patients treated by me 
in their homes and the customary rules observed as heretofore. 


SCARLET FEVER 


While the number of cases have been slightly reduced the 
work of the Inspector has increased, by the frequent calls for pur- 
poses of diagnosis. Were it not for the personal attention given 
most of these calls by the Health Officer, it would be impossible 
to perform with any degree of success the complex duties of the 
Medical Inspector. With considerable satisfacticn I can report a 
constantly increasing cooperation on the part of the people in my 
district; to say that this has been accomplished solely through our 
own efforts would be a poor tribute indeed to the earnest, concien- 
cious assistance given by the family physicians, who have been so 
uniformly courteous to your inspector and so painstaking in their 
instruction to their clientele. 


DIPHTHERIA 


The prevalence of sore throats, with apparent absence of mem- 
brane, together with serous nasal discharge, so disarmed the pro- 
fession that the underlying cause was overlooked, and the clinical 
manifestation was attributed to cold, until a complete examination 
in one of the schools of all children in attendance, by culture, re- 
vealed the presence of Klebs Loeffler Diphtheria Endemic in the 
district. As a consequence my summary will show an increase of 
infected centers of a trifle over fifty per cent as compared with pre- 
_ vious report. A rigid application of the customary preventive 
measures soon controlled the threatened epidemic, and the close of 
the year finds the territory at its normal status. 
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MEASLES 


Measles occupied the commanding: position of the infectious 
group coming under my observation during the year. The fatalities 
therefrom seem of sufficient gravity to deserve special mention at 
this time. This disease has from time immemorial been so minim~ 
ized that an indifference on the part of both physicians and parents 
has arisen to the detriment of the little sufferers. 


I would most respectfully suggest that you sound a warning 
note upon this subject, in such manner as your best judgment 
might indicate, in the season of its prevelence, to the end that the 
calamity of the present year may be subverted in the future. 


TUBERCULOSIS AND PNEUMONIA 


You having organized the tuberculosis sanatoria with a special 
staff, and systemized the out dour department of the work, reliev- 
ing me from all duties in connection therewith, removes discussion 
of the subject from this and future reports. The systematic tabula- 
tion of pneumonia, and methods for its ultimate eradication, will in 
due time receive your consideration, mention is here made simply 
to recall the recommendations of a former report. It is to be 
regreted that the appropriating power could not see the wisdom of 
a larger clerical force to aid you in executing the plans maped out 
for the current fiscal year, you can hope however, when contrasting 
the accomplishment of the present with that of the past, that the 
future will find your recommendations for this branch of the service 
equally adhered to. 


The following is a summary of the work performed during the 
year : 


DISINFECTIONS 
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Inspections for purposes of diagnosis 105 calls, divided as 
follows : 


Rick et power cute inn ane cores) aeierts shal Weare gi 12 
MPC pHiterign ve pees wire thee hy Mee onc Casa 5 
DCALLOGLG VEL a rire Aare stare cin stele sche Wd oy Ura = 25 
DMedsicd et ies late os creieiiln a va ares 4 aie weeie'e 17 
Siig poxerre ae fen natn Tenn les gas os Ants 
ACHES. se eee Ley aie tare Re lea os oly 2 
PE OLSHIG eee rane eee ct eM cers oO ietar a a gst 44 
Cron pag pen cele ete tv cen aan semi ansc 2 sss 1 
SOCANIES Herre Nels cearsdth Whee rain athe oad alert ty a) 8 eo. > 
Baytbema oy ace oe wet araaiatee otuleruna emery Sinha s ss 2 
Negative callovotite 5 tise aerate cle ghia ttsiere’s, s'0 rey 13 


Miscellaneous calls 47, divided as follows: 


Investigations of maternity homes 

Treatment of smallpox patients in homes 

Observing houses exposed to smallpox 

And calls for purpose of vaccinating exposed persons 
Total number of calls for the year............... 779 


Respectfully submitted, 


JeEWeAMES® Me. Di, 
Medical Inspector and Disinfector. 
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REPORT OF MEDICAL INSPECTOR AND 
DISINFECTOR 


Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—Herewith I respectfully submit a summary of the 
work done by me as Medical Inspector and Disinfector for the 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1909. 


Suspicious cases investigated as follows: 


caret: Fever. cn «oa, aire gaits 65 
Diphtheria sme ses ogi ein teres 54 
Chicken=pox Ga piesa ses see ee 72 
Measless.. os yess Sek ia ee ee 28eenat 219 


CG, Pate aT AA Sou A ies 4 144 
Disinfections : 

Scarlet Feveracnee sco 290 

Diphtheriay. sue sn oe ee 554 

Total numberzof disinfections ........... 844 

Total number of calls on all cases ........ 363 


Respectfully submitted, 


Pe ORANGE. avis 
Medical Inspector and Disinfector. 
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REPORT OF QUARANTINE INSPECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909 
Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—The following is my report for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1909, for all that part of the city lying west of 12th 
street, and extending to the westerly city limits: 








July, 1908 


September 
November 
December 


| Fannaryetone 
April 


| February 
March 
| June 
| Total 


> 
rss} 
= 








Number of 
Visits| 250] 235] 424; 686) 708] 683] 648! 487| 404) 341] 222) 378/5466 


Number of 
Groceryorders|} 27| 16, 38) 23; 51) 47| 75} 45) 20| 22) 24) 15) 403 








Number of 
Fuel Orders 1 1 3 5 4 9 a3 < 6 1 4 2.65 




















Respectfully submitted, 


HERMAN F. BOLDT, 
Quarantine Inspector. 
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REPORT OF QUARANTINE INSPECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909 
Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer: 


DEAR SIR:—I herewith submit the report of R. P. Vandy and 
myself for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1909, for that part of the 
city lying between St. Aubin Ave. on the east, and Twelfth St., on 
the west. 

















| July, 1908 
| January, 1909 


| September 
| November 
| December 
| February 


| March 
| April 
ee 
| June 
: Total 


Number of | 
Visits} 124| 61] 178] 279] 426] 484; 404! 261! 490) 470] 702! 48714366 





Number of 
Groceryorders} 12} 5) 18) 18) 29} 34} 35] 25) 48] 42] 38] 44} 348 





Number of 
Fuel Orders 0 1 a 3 5 4 6 6 6 4 3 Papa Bel 











This territory was under the supervision of Mr. Robert P. 
Vandy from July Ist, 1908 to the date of his death which occurred 
in April 1909, after which I took charge of it. 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRED{GeBOYD: 
Quarantine Inspector. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH La 


REPORT OF QUARANTINE INSPECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909, 


Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—The following is my report for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1909: 








September 
: November 
| December 
| January, 1909 
| February 
| March 








Number of 
Visits} 92} 66) 100) 295) 252) 246) 294] 216) 264) 540) 275) 192; 2832 


Number of 
pulsrocery Orders) |) 4) )/8)) 19} 28/928 30), 38). 31) 35) 48) 18). 16] 303 


Number of 
Fuel Orders 0 0 1 a 4 7 5 1 4 5 1 0 29 














Respectfully submitted, 
Bar ooCHELEBERG; 


Quarantine Inspector. 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL DISINFECTOR 








MONTH 


—_— 
Oily, «1908 8 0 os see tere ae 











DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909. 
Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—The following report for the fiscal year ending 
July 1st, 1909, is respectfully submitted. 


Funerals 


ud | Diphtheria 





Attended 


os ha co Sens Oe RO ee vo | Scarlet Fever 





























DISINFECTIONS 
l Ff wi 
salealealeel, | | 2 
eseeeéigzladl g |S 
CeCe cei aao]| a] a 
43°10 Wed On rasa oe 
$3 26.1518. LY PS ae xh eee 
30741 27-7) to iow nt om ey 
341.29 VA WB 56 wes aelOL 
49/48 | °6 1 8 132" 149 905 
30 | 51] 7] 9 | 25 | 21 74 
39 | 61 | 11 |" ei} 17 | ° 30 
64°) Sara 0 ey eb 
Tope e ke ip Mibu ce 
41.197 |} 234) 2-1°90'1 46 | 945 
AG 1.65 do eo AT Hulda 
299 | 40/15 | 6/44/14] 11 
74 | 44 | 457] 660] 156) 71 | 316| 167] 480 














Respectfully submitted, 


PRE DCG eBONAg: 
Special Disinfector. 


REPORT OF SMOKE INSPECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July Ist, 1909, 


Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—I respectfully submit the following as my report 
for the year ending June 30th, 1909. 


eid aed OO NSCEVAUONG sa. ccmu ca ue shed hist days Bieaeeletey. ethos 1544 
Iam ber. of interviews and. Instructions . 2s. © 4s 11am te Ute a olde poner 323 

Number om notices-servea, NO.) 151-3 Nos2e 38.260) bs ce.s ie eee 189 
Number of letters mailed........ S Doce mr Let aes Me ALTE ba 176 
INA ee TON le ttera: FECOLVEG 2) uae oh Gt haere Sato ars ayy ab ERC cian eee ame 166 
Number ofsmechanieal stokersinstalled.c.tmda. ) jade cs cane aes 2's ete Ze 

Number of mechanical stokers in course of installation ........... Bay 10 
Num ber.of stokers improved, through changes=. 2.) ae: os Jeter cess 25 

Number of automatic smoke preventing devices installed.............. 40 

Number of-steam jetidevices. installed, i530 )2 1. aps Sat Unc ola'g ste dev ater ns oh 22 

Number of complaints made in, Recorder’s Court... ....0000.. 000.2000 43 

Number of convictions in Recorder’s Court.......... ONE a PORTIS ge Mer Sl 

Naimber or casés sentence suspendedics yas av ctiiwa < ds tid sibiane Wereiels a otal ee 
Pi nimiper Of times Imposed oc fae des «putes caters alps heel Seti ulenaran ore a 6 

Wuniber of cases taken under. advisement. . (2%! 5. Be we Sayrasielesidtne «oe 

IN Winer Of CaseSCISNISSEG Ass ak, cies du ae oars a eee ue Dah oe bles 1 

Number of aases dismissed not guilty....... pte es BAe etn Gay te 1 

Wimllem of gases pending soc. kAe a heated tudo pds sid aieislela ayy ate e ale 3 

Number of cases withdrawn because of abatement.................... 7 

Number of abatements through visits and interviews...............+. 37 


Amount of fines imposed, $15, $15 $25, $25, $100, $10............. $190 
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YEARLY REPORT, JULY, 1909 


Number of complaints made in KRecorder’s Court, 43 as 
follows: 


Art Stove Co., plead guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 

Thos. Costello, tried, dismissed by the Court. 

Crown Hat Co., tried, found guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Empire Laundry, tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Farrand Williams & Clark, tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Foster Smelting Co., plead not guilty, taken under advisement. 

R. Hirt Jr., tried, found guilty, fined $15. 

Merz Capsule Co., tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
National Laundry, tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Nelson-Baker & Co., tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Peninsular Stove Co., tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Progressive Knitting Mills, plead guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended 
Ruhl Bakery, plead guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 

Standard Laundry, plead guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Sanatas Laundry, tried, case dismissed, abated. 

Peter Stenius, plead guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 

P. Wroblewski, tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
American Lady Corset Co., plead guilty, fined $15. 

Detroit United Ry., tried, convicted, fined $25. 

Detroit United Ry,, tried, convicted, fined $25. 

Grand Trunk Ry. (Sta.), tried, convicted, fined $100. 

Excelsior Laundry, tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
A. Booth & Co., nuisance abated, case dismissed. 

Detroit Belle Isle & Windsor Ferry Co. (2), tried, taken under advisement 
White Star Line, tried, taken under advisement. 

Detroit Seamless Steel Tubes Co., tried, under advisement. 

Campau Bldg., tried, convicted, ordered to abate nuisance. 

John Laur, plead not guilty, case pending. 

McCord Mfg. Co., case pending. 

Western Malleable Steel Co., plead guilty, case pending. 

U.S. Heater Co., plead guilty, case pending. 

Murphy Power Co., tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended 
Detroit Copper & Brass Rolling Mills, case pending. 

Buhl Malleable Co., plead guilty, case pending. 

Detroit Soap Co., plead guilty, nuisance abated. 

Detroit Railroad Elevator Co., tried, continued indefinitely. 

Parke-Davis & Co., plead not guilty, continued indefinitely. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 77 


Diamond Match Co., nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 

Pere Marquette R. R., tried, convicted, fined $10. Locomotive No. 467. 

Pressed Steel Sanitary Co., tried, convicted, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 
Welded Steel Bbl. Co., plead guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended. 

Detroit Picture Frame Co., tried, nuisance abated, sentence suspended, 

Great Lakes Engineering Co., (entd. 1908) abated, sentence suspended. 
Greenslade, 252 Gibson, (entd. 1908) abated, sentence suspended. 

Moses Weiswaser, (entd. 1908) plead guilty, nuisance abated, sentence suspended 
Estimated. cost of mechanical stokers installed and in course of being 


installed). 2.(..'.3. Glades sieaarsrt aig ui he wie Cie ele aE TORE oe git $29,600 00 
Estimated cost of automatic smoke preventing devices installed......... 6,560 00 
Estimatedicost ofsteam’ jets installed. . f. os < cusae ole cordcletta de le ca ae 220 00 

AIC SOR tA yak Og are AN cane AeA $36,380 00 


Places where mechanical stokers were installed and are being 
installed during the year are as follows, those marked * are in 
course of construction. 


OEY VRE LOCESS LCOn rotate eet owt at oc) bs she 6 9 am hc be 6 bile eee 
Detroit Chemical Co 


eoeeeoeee se ee eee eee eeeoseseosee ores ees e rss eooee ee FF FF 2 & 


seco ere ce eee eet eees ne eoeeeeeeseeaeee se ees ee ese oe 28 2 2 Oo 


cece re eee ee © ee ee OH MO eee eee FH + 8 Be 


*Board of Education, Eastern High School 
BBoaro.0f Pancanon fononton: ochQOhi cs 40 ae 5 sees -fsMnicis ad mas 6 ees alae 
SRoardvor educations Gastabrooke SCHOO] se ac 4 casa bay ly 0 erilets® dicnle bck vin died 
*Board of Education, Campbell School 
“Boara.or education. ose rochools, aise ck cand ds she tas 4 oe Oat Die eaten 
*Board.of Education, Higgins School)... s,s snscsa>sh sete toneesoe at an 
*Board-orsmaucation  hlaybury School.) 4. .a).. shire a oe ost clues Hee ths 
Kemi welave ate ete sie de nn Pee sig eee es sa ee AIS oee eed Os 


eereeevee ee eee ease 


eeecere eer ee eo ee es ee woe e Fee- Fee 


ceooeae ee or enesce ee Oe Feoeeres ee ese ee See eo 2 @ 


AMmEericany DIewiN oe COs: 1 ne Mea role qlvee egg te © o8 cea snc av ener els aes 
Kioberts) Grassi COse ne tence spears tom hans 0 dale surest tele kie 2 sm set aetna 
Detroit Copper & Brass Rolling Mills...... tbs al RAPON wie tiie een | diet orke dire ee sk « 
Parker-W ebb. & Coca cust fom & cota nism boas Heorpl oh alg avgs, muvee ib quence ath cab, gure epelate 
Sullivan Packing Cova ipa: fon cups navgtiies ke SABRE PE ee ee 


RWNNPPWOHRPPRP PPP RP Pe PP PPO 


Detroit Municipal Lighting Co... ......25 cece cece ee cece eee ee ceeeee 


Totaled cabal Peek Renae wh ROAR ROS Dole BPA Nikole oibearsl e Stok armitage Cal Ons 37 
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Places where automatic smoke preventing devices were in- 
stalled : 


Crawford Laundry, 


Detroit Chemical Works 50s su Bis Gtk guneed cet, Reenter ce eae 
Detroit Loose Scarf ‘Collar Wooo ops wane bares hale coy © ie kee Pie eee 
Detroit United Railway,*Car hons "|. s\. tem smi retancit a= oie alee ein sea Onn 
Detroit ‘Chair ‘Mig./Co, 2 7)..Ser s:s sis «mip pie mas bara teats Pea etenys @ l= Vie ae Un ho ee ee 
Everitt-Metzgers-Flanders¢A utomobile C0 ss ek ects adie > Rana +i tae ee 
Fisher Body Co vioss .\. Ree bie eo sina hs SOME tee Gene es oan: RE 
Michigan “Laundry (27) ountere valle s = eishs.dtec iy siseaeiesenisacmadee ci riaGier a lanier dean 


Merz GCansile Coe .2iiiiis isu wens aie its om satis m wloly pice hte ta cat tat tr ees ces eee 
LaMeasure Laundry 
Myll’s Planing Mill 
National Can Co 
ptephen iPratt so se sas kis so an a:owislatee b's y oat sng sak seat Seek eles arte eee 
Murray W. Sales Co 


Union Brewing Co 


see ceeeeeeese ee ee eeeerseeeeeee Foes eee eoer eevee ee eevee 
oeereereeeceeece ee eee eceseeee eee eee eeeoesee sees ee eee eee et & Seo 


Ce 


eeecerertreoeee eee eee e se eos eeee ses eer es evoeece se Pee eesseees e@ 


esceereeeeceececre ee eee eseec eee ee ese ee eens eee sees eeeesee eee eee 


Wayne Soap (Co. tow ecdseces oo 4 hme ce ote w sree, Conn ae enn ae eee ee ee ee 
American Car & Foundry Co. (Peninsular Plant) 
BriscdewMig. tC oar ans yt og ans teeih wb oe bias wieder niece are Ones ene) ee een 
C. H. Haberkorn & Co 
Str. Lansdowne 


Ce ee er er er TY 


Michigan Ornamental Glass Co 
Gordon & Pagel 
A SBooth & sCock o.o5 Wiss h us viivtent oats ie Gs ONG is Ae ee ec Bee ang ete to ee eae 
Detroit Seamless Steel Tubes Co 
Western Malleable Steel Co 
United States Heater Co 
Free Press Printing Co 


Oe ee ry 


eeeeoereeer eee esese cee eee eee ee eee eee ee ee ee et et 


eo tere © (9 ete ee 16 Je. "e, io v6 © 8 8 6 le 0,6 » 8 6 010 © S @ 6700» 8 © mie ce Passe 


ewrareoereeceeceseseereerecec eres eeeeeeresvr ete. ee eecevvesese 


Ce eS 


pat a eee SS NRL NORE Oe a Roe Be he NON) 2 fe 


Cowles & Danziger 


eeeceeseeresneececeos eee e eee eee ee eee cee ester e ees eran eereeee 


Ota cdi ws.simin Seles Wale wlahe ais Ste hoi he ee ae ERT Aco yRC Re Ween mre 40 


ANNUAL REPORT 


The forgoing detailed statements give a general idea of the 
work done by the Smoke Department so far as it applies to 
factories, but much time has been taken up with work of which no 
correct record has been kept. I refer to looking into complaints 
against private dwellings, apartment buildings and all that many 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 79 


such complaints entail, such as neighbors quarrels, low back 
kitchen chimneys, etc., which the Smoke Inspector is expected to 
settle and all requires a large part of our time. 

Another thing that takes up a considerable portion of our time 
is the Court cases which are continued from time to time; for in- 
stance a case is continued for two weeks to allow defendant to abate 
the nuisance. In the meantime we are expected to take new 
records of the chimney and be able to report if any improvement 
has been made. This mode of procedure would be all right for 
once, but when a case is continued four, five or six times and some- 
times eight or ten times, you can easily understand the unnecessary 
time required of us after we have proved the nuisance exists. 
THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS SHOULD BE REMEDIED. 


One other heavy demand on our time is where partiés put in 
smoke preventing devices not adapted to the demands made upon 
them and also from poor installations with the result that a number 
of tryouts have often to be made in an effort to make them pass 
muster. 

So far we have made no complaints in the courts against par- 
ties who violate section four of the Smoke Ordinance, but very 
often devices are purchased and installed without regard to the 
above named section. Some of them are all right but others are 
not and are the ones that give trouble asa rule. It would be bet- 
ter for all parties to bring them to book (if possible) in the court. 

The steamboats are still among our worst offenders, but as we 
have not got a decision on the last steamboat cases tried, we have 
not thought it advisable to waste time and create expense on new 
cases until we know where we are at. 

On pages 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, are smoke charts showing the re- 
sult of what can be done by the installation of proper devices. 
The improvements are very pronounced. The plant from which 
the charts on page 80 are taken are not being operated as they 
should be, however, and although the engineer and fireman have both 
been warned, it looks as if complaint will have to be made against 
them. 
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The number of mechanical stokers installed and in course of 
being installed (37) being two more than last year, along witha 
number of old stokers that were not satisfactory which have been 
remodeled and improved make a favorable showing. 

From the number of automatic smoke preventing devices in- 
stalled during the year it would seem as if that system of smoke 
prevention was gaining in favor, and so long as they prevent the 
emission of dense black smoke that is all that we can demand. I 
still venture to assert that mechanical stoking is the best, and with- 
- out fear of contradiction, very much more economical. 

At the Smoke Inspectors’ Convention at Syracuse last month 
there were representatives frorn nearly all the important cities of 
the United States and Canada. A number of very interesting and 
instructive papers were read by very eminent men who are making 
a study of the smoke question in the Geological Survey Depart- 
ment of the Federal Government, and by others who are taking an 
active interest in the question of smoke prevention. The Conven- 
tion was a success in every way and showed a healthy increasing 
interest in the subject, and adopted a resolution unanimously request- 
ing all civic, state and federal examiners of candidates for engi- 
neer’s or firemen’s license to submit questions to all such candi- 
dates as to their knowledge of the principles of combustion and 
handling of mechanical stokers, and in the event of not answering 
satisfactorily a certain percentage of said questions a license be re- 
fused. 

In conclusion permit me to draw your attention to a rapidly 
growing nuisance caused by smoke from the large number of 
motor cars, many of which emit unnecessary quantities of smoke. 
While not black, it has a very pungent disagreeable smell and I 
believe is unhealthy. Our present staff would not be able to cope 
with the situation. I am of the opinion, however, from what I see 
and feel nearly every day, that this matter will require early con- 
sideration. Respectfully yours, 


JOHN FAIRGRIEVE, 
Smoke Inspector. 


REPORT OF SANITARY ENGINEER 


DETROIT, July 1, 1909. 
Guy L. Kiefer, M. D. Health Officer. 


DEAR SIR:—I herewith submit a report of the work of the 
Sanitary Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1909. 


PLUMBING 


The following table will show an increase in the amount of 
work performed by the plumbing inspectors over last year. This 
ts not wholly due to any great increase in the number of rough in- 
spections in new or old buildings, but rather to the number of final 
inspections made on all plumbing work installed. 


I realize that the final inspection on all plumbing and drainage 
work is one of the most important duties performed by this depart- 
ment, as it has shown up a vast number of defects .which would 
otherwise have escaped notice. It is now the endeavor of this de. 
partment to at all times keep in close touch with the plumbing and 
drainage work from the commencement of such work until] com- 
pletion. 
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INSPECTION OF PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE WORK 









































Plumbing of a a 

MONTH Buildings a S & & a 

} S vo ~~ 

New | Old | Final) 6 | & | & NS 
Priva! SUGiin wes tee 385 | 136 | 400] 425 | 60 3 | 1409 
URS Ue steer eh. aie sre 334 94 301 404 | 78 3 1214 
Sesictaiee Ne ce ven 303 | 126| 2761 443| 631 4] 41215 
WCLIODE Hes aries oa. a 415 135 539 SEZ 47 1 1654 
BVEIN DOT eet accent BVM) 93 292 326 53 Pi 1152 
MPECOMNEL IN Hie Gta )s > s. 323 68 | 455 | 343 a1 6 | 1246 
FaRUATy, 6 L909 ae os 6 tus 281 55 238 | 260 25 3 862 
HODTAL Ver Ad aa) soe se 237 60.) 250 ) 245 56 6 854 
WRG e ees wel Soe Oot wares 368 124 389 489 58 5 1433 
Hap aN ee eat e ae We ee eae SCL 126 270 529 52 4 1358 
PEA VERES cee /a wien PP Te ko cicu ss 4 356 144 269 | 626 70 7 1472 
URE Gice tense ek oe ees < 384 169 363 548 i3 0 lost 
RLOtAA B bate bem wa, ati soe 4140 | 1330 | 4042 | 5155 686 53 | 15406 
Pea te Vea tie yeas eesitonete 4 13478 
ENCEeCASerey en ea he ae ee 1928 














Privy vaults removed and closets approved by the Board of 
Health installed : 


July Aug. Sept Oct Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June Total 
Aen (CO A OO; 35. 2) LGUs ZZ Gls L2G L8G es 156, 0 569 


NUISANCE COMPLAINTS 


The sanitary squad for the investigation and abatement of 
nuisance complaints is too small to secure proper abatement of 
complaints received during the hot months. 

The present year four officers were detailed to this department 
to give their entire time to this work under our direct supervision. 

The following table gives the amount of work performed by 
‘these officers during the year. 

Nature of complaints received in the Board of Health Office: 
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Notices served by the Sanitary Police to abate nuisances and 
ones 
in oO 8 
lee) 


comply with City Ordinances 
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GROCERY SUPPLIES 


The clerical work of the supplies furnished by the Board of 
Health to families quarantined who need help, is done in this de- 
partment and therefore appears in our report. All orders received 
from the quarantine inspectors who visit the families, are recorded 
in duplicate, one being kept, the other going to the contractor who 
furnishes the supplies. The number in the family is given with 
each order, from which the amount to be sent is determined. 
Each order, after having been received by the family, is checked 
by the quarantine inspector, and the monthly bill must tally with 
these returns before it is allowed. Thus, the city is protected from 
dishonesty. The original, return and bill rendered, must all agree. 

The items of interest are given in tabular form. 


Grocery supplies : 
































Quarantined Families City Hospital 
n n n n ! ae 
v 2 a = = 3 
MONTH #3 | 2 e g : eee ee 
S53 | a ig | Om n Cee A 
w & ra un. wu 4A S X = 
° oe ° A, ° a. te) re te) ° Ay ° 2 
5 3 SN Oa tHe cs Saath eters B mM as) 
Ste ers s ooe Q Cae) Cem 
Zi aber eae ZED oO Oa Od 
Daly, A GOS arate ere 30 16 77 183 | $159 18} $14 32 $66 70 
AUCUSt eae eS 30 13 78 105 95 65 9 12 79 99 
September......... 62 28 145 264 207 95 160 65 
Octoberyate hike 120 29 146 285 185037 242 58 
November 6.05.5: 133 45 248 397 293 62 229 10 
December... ..... 125 41 202 376 246 83 252 do 
January, 1909..... 103 505118551550 45S (lez eZee 270 08 
February Ghjic ss 81 48 241 405 293 31} 23 30 202 34 
Marche. te oe echt 103 45 201 nye 294 19| 56 45 Zid. 0% 
April saan ty se ane 68 23 99 268 220 50 241 23 
May... ee 80 26 137 337 233 64| 16 62 249 22 
Jone! oe eee ees 77 29 134 308 107 {Antal iz 284 52 
LOtal teen et 1012 392 | 1897 | 3995 | 2,799 60) 159 14 2,556 39 
Last" year sacar \ sees 730 3620) L613. eee 2,858 35 
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TENEMENTS 


During the year a vast amount of work has been done by your 
Sanitary Engineer in cleaning up cheap lodging houses and other 
congested and unsanitary districts. The property located on the 
south east corner of Macomb and Orleans streets, known as the 
“Japanese Village” is now a thing of the past. This property con- 
tained a number of small, unsanitary shacks. 

“The House of all Nations’ on the north east corner of Cham- 
plain and St. Antoine streets, has been entirely remodeled and 
placed in a sanitary condition. 

“Little Hungary” on the south west corner of Riopelle and 
Kirby streets, composed of twelve two story brick shacks housing 
a number of Hungarian laborers, was condemned by the Board of 
Health, and the premises vacated. Same is now undergoing re- 
pairs and several of these dwellings are being remodeled for store 
purposes. 

“Tin Can Alley” on Napoleon street between St. Antoine and 
Hastings streets, has been improved during the year. This case is 
still pending and I hope soon to be able to report the destruction 
of several of the shacks now on the premises. 

“Suicide Row’ at number 6 and 8 Clinton street, has been 
condemned and the buildings closed. These buildings will not 
again be occupied untill such time as they are placed in a sanitary 
and habitable condition. 

“The Will Allen Mission,” a cheap lodging house on Cadillac 
Square, was condemned by the Board of Health. Your Sanitary 
Engineer personally superintended the disinfecting and thorough 
cleansing of this building. There were confiscated, removed and 
destroyed nearly three hundred mattresses and in the neighborhood 
of four hundred pillows and comforters. 


PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDINGS 


In my report last year as Special Inspector I called attention 
to the sanitary condition in all of the Public Schools in the city. I 
am now able to state that during the past year the Board of Educa- 
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tion has removed all of the old unsanitary closets then in use in 
the buildings and our schools are now equipped with modern sani- 
tary closets. 

The Board of Education has also as far as their appropria- 
tion would permit altered several of the heating and ventilating 
systems in use, and installed sanitary drinking fountains in a num- 
ber of the schools. 


PUBLIC SEWERS 


During the last three years a large territory has been annexed 
to Detroit. The lack of sewers for this territory causes many 
complaints to reach this department. This is not only true in the 
outlying districts but is also true in the center of the city which 
13 supposed to be well supplied with drainage, but the number of 
complaints of the flooding of basements after an ordinary rain 
fall, received during the past year from various locations, show 
the inadequacy of our sewerage systems. 


DISPOSAL OF REFUSE 


The subject of the sanitary disposal of refuse, other than clean 
dirt and ashes, is one which is giving your Sanitary Engineer a 
good deal of concern at the present time. In former years this 
class of refuse from both private houses and manufacturers, was 
dumped upon vacant and low lying lands about the city, known as 
public dumping grounds, but the city has grown so rapidly during 
recent years that these lands have been utilized for manufacturing 
plants, and other purposes, so that the disposal of such refuse 
should now be by incineration, or other sanitary method, as recom- * 
mended to the Common Council by the Board of Health; and 
therefore this matter, should in my judgment receive the early 
attention of that body. 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. G. WILLIAMSON, 
Sanitary Engineer. 


REPORT OF ANALYST AND BACTERIOLOGIST 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909. 


Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer: 


DEAR SIR:—I beg to submit the following report of the work 
done in this department during the past year ending June 30, 1909. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS 


Cuhures torbacilus Diohtherize.— 72 °..¥... sms gat ete neya eats 
Geliares inewihicy Dac.cDipl« Were found viii ss open cscs nse wr den es hss 


Cminrestinwhich, bac.-Diph, were not found: 2 .2t 2. J.2t6 seine bar Oe 


Sputa for Bacillus Mibercaldsisiiway \cta cera ae Re ene ce: aes Gs eee 


Specimens in which Bac, Tbe. were found..... .......... 
Specimens in which Bac. Tbe. were not found.......... 


er.eeee 


Bxaminationuseforsiplococeus) Gonorrhoeak mi. Seles Ss od ne eee ie shee one 


Examinaions fora iplococcus PHeumonited s.r tres Te ce Wells plone © a ele ye Ae: 


Bloodsexaminations for tliematozoon: Malarivet) .°2. oho. ie wine eee 


Platevcultures Ore waterwteied ators aie crate ieee ee eg cere Re Mus rsce 


Wiidatrarpimtination. tests: ats .)aie.cla bs alsa / so ote ote RR ede eas ath soa ea uae 


Pathological examinations of meats (sections). ..... va os Sie Bak Lae Meee 


DUO CSLOL mre remtage roe eset te sre minora mt tt fs Uoerayer Sop a ae Ohiete paca ean 


Braminationewar oprrochiceta se allidaat, suc. sua tee rite ohice Pine my envi code aveba ih Wrehew 


Blood examinations for Bac. Tbc......... ea MARE ae, CRATING Shh oT die ae 


1735 
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Samples of milk below standard..... ee es ON eg BRT ae 22 
Samples of Cream scence soon aes Seem «oc Re ee Sto ug teen 26 
samples .of Water eh inal Prove o washes 9 eae tealg Seas Cee et ee Se ens ei 33 
Samples of milk for preservative ........ ....... We ren ee Sebiocn se 1757 
Miscellaneous: food analyses 232 sage nies cee c aatere che ies eiauctree sone eee te 47 
Proprietory): Medicines x. sjsartotn es «bale snl rat nie etek siete wens Re ond atanwee 6 
MeatePreservatives te i. ete 2 cst ole sont eens eelims Poncho aun eee 3 
Milk Thickeners and Preservatives.... .... .. ae Oe OS Lea A RMS, SA a 4 
Phair Dyes oie: sia jaceele pe Seetasy Wl cea ite ca a tee ERE eC Mety zon hcg Soe cease 2 
ToesGream 7A gata cue ee OT ee im Sei, eh ke EE ete Nhe AP 8 
Opium *ASSays au ce geeyere Saat sory tem ah ately Se ARMM tails, Phin. oe eelae deat ee gece Leen te 3 
Aicohol -Determiinations./.°08. 2 ot. ghar ecannne swine ioe hie tyes: to rare eee oe 25 
Coniderised SVE epee, one 9 hs ete Sate TA tet rs bn cs seu on che cae me 4 
LO) 3 age AIR Se ere beter sen Ce ex MRR OMT E Anat ENT AON hp ats IPS pow 45 2 
Coffeen da a haie-tis saw tiate tak hit Byalataaps hase Sel WER Sea rele gh 5. tc ORR Ren a ote seen 2 
Brand yc syria tesis a ceaet se kag's we mera. wal Saeed eke aol een nh 2 cae aE Code roe 1 
Gandy src. mas tae eatin ue ap Re Sta oye akan yikes me eres Sm eS Se ee 5 
Wine gar Fe 05's f8e's ae Liite «voy, sth Grberytode See arb habe tons ae aise ea en ctisds ME Ree ane aun 13 
Miscellaneous ioc ee ee <> sats HANTS oS cle SNE eo ar caer anata eee 40 
Determinations of “carbou-dioxide in-aire: 250.7 cn We oe ee eae et eee 36 
Number of times in courts... uetiaeier, Gets siekarcemtene ee ae a Oe a ae 13 
Diphtheria sets prepared .-.--..5..-.. tse Mateo ths Ree STE i Ua ee 
Culture tmediasG C3 6 Sel saci cites thatncete 5 anmncpaseen eer rene eter eine cc peer 40,000 


During the past year 1735 samples of milk have been analysed 
in this laboratory, 22 of which were below legal standard which is 
as follows: 


motel SOldSs HOmbelow tence ens sae. see 12.5 per cent. 
Buttertats Not belowwer «<a nd eee SEPP eG Mae 
Watery fluid not more than............. ey RN eA: 
Specific gravity between ..... 1.029 and -1.033-"7r 4: 


- All samples have been examined for the presence of preserva- 
tives and in no instance have they been found. 

During the winter some trouble was experienced with an out- 
break of ropy milk. This condition is due to an infection of the 
milk by the Bacillus lactis viscosus, a nonpathogenic organism. 
Changes do not occur until 24 hours after milking and frequently 
not until the milk reaches the consumer when it becomes stringy 
and ropes on pouring out of the bottle. The infection was traced 
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to one farm outside the city and a thorough disinfection of the 
stables and all utensils coming in contact with the milk removed the 
trouble. 

Several private owners of cows have requested an examination 
of the milk from these animals for the presence of the tubercle 
bacillus, such examinations are very unsatisfactory the milk must 
be centrifugalized and the sediment injected into the peritoneal 
cavity of guinea pigs and six or seven weeks allowed to elapse to 
determine whether tuberculosis will develope or not; the most satis- 
factory method and the one recommended in these cases is to sub- 
ject the suspected animal to the tuberculin test, which can be done 
by any veterinarian. 


WATER 


During the past year our water supply has experienced but 
little change. The small amount of ice coming down in the spring 
did not stir up the shallow water of Lake St. Clair and the water 
was muddy for only three or four days. At present the city water 
supply is in good condition, but with the increase in number and 
population of the cities and summer homes above us and the dis- 
charge of their sewage into the river and lake the danger of cop- 
tamination is constantly increasing and-only careful guarding of our 
water supply will keep up its standard. 

The suspended organic matter in the water is low and this 
combined with the low total solids render it particularly suitable 
for manufacturing purposes, this is drawing manufacturing plants 
to our city which means an increase in population. The combina- 
tion of a good potable water and one suitable for manufacturing 
purposes is not by any means as common as is supposed. 


‘ 


DETROIT RIVER WATER 


Parts per million 
COtAL- SOUS Sa ait Ones Slee ct eee ane. TP es 109.640 
NiOLAIUER coos Gidet Vet eee dene oes URN ee sar REE) a 
Non-volatile...... Pe Peles were eee oe FELOU 
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SLO) gate ONCN Reatin a tain ete, eae Se ee TO 7.500 
Als Os Peg Oe ke: aeiglitn oer ee Cte eo 11.100 
(Ue ORE Per oh Sel anetakl sha todnims Meee. ca 0 tee 23.800 
Maer ary iS ere SM eal bolts A Rh ed 5.400 
AD sa Ses ear Natl TS RAG fe .0576 
Wid SER kee eee ccs Peasy waves tame Meets Mem ny 2.910 
Col cl gin cag Soke Re gg ita mega ce egy smear a Ss oe: 4.550 
DOP ee Fie ha eno ik ae eee he cheer a 8.630 
CO Fae ahh nel: ee iy mae Ge Gee Un, RO eg el 30.120 
Free-Ammoniaw io) ha anaes ete ee 006 
Albuminoid: Ammonia ase. cc: Sa els andes esis 060 
Witropen as Nitrates?) 2st = ge .180 
NitritésS “We ots OR ee Eo ate ae none 
Oxygen absorbed in'15 minutes .. 2.4.4. .440 
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours °3,.°.5.....3: .840 
Bacteria per C. C. average of 4 plates....... 190 


Animals inoculated —2- both recovered 


DIPHTHERIA 


1514 cultures have been examined for diphtheria this year 
against 838 last year; of this number 419 or 27 per cent. contained 
the specific organism. A number of .these cultures were made 
from suspicious nasal cases and the finding of the Klebs-Loeffler 
bacillus in many of them tends to prove that nasal diphtheria is 
frequently over looked and that such cases often act the part of 
carriers of infection disseminating disease. 

Every year a certain number of cultures come in spoiled in 
the making. Complete directions for making a culture are placed 
on the outside of each culture set and there is no excuse for not 
following them. ‘They are as follows: 


DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING CULTURES IN SUSPECTED CASES OF 
DIPHTHERIA 
Fill out the blank which you will find in the box lid. 
The patient should be placed in a good light, and, if a child, 
properly held. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 99 


Depress the tongue and rub the cotton swab gently, but freely 
against any visible exudate. . 

‘In cases where the exudate is confined to the larynx, avoiding 
the tongue, pass the swab far back, and rub it freely against the 
mucous membrane of the pharynx and tonsils. Without laying the 
swab down, withdraw the cotton plug from the culture tube, insert 
the swab and rub that portion of it which has touched the exudate 
over the surface of the blood serum. Do not push the swab into the 
blood serum, or break the surface in any way. ‘Then replace the swab 
in its own tube, plug both tubes, place them in the box, and return 
the culture set immediately to the Health Department. The blank 
forms of report which accompany each outfit should be completely 
filled out and forwarded to the station with the tubes. The diag- 
nosis will be ready by noon the following day, providing the tubes 
reach the Health Department by 4:45 P. M. The attending physi- 
cian can obtain this immediately by telephoning to the Department 
after 12 o’clock noon. Cases proving to be diphtheria by bacterio- 
logical examination will be reported to the Bureau of Vital Statistics 
and subjected to the usual rules and regulations covering contagious 
diseases. 

The most frequent cause of error is the churning up of the 
media with the swab completely spoiling the culture. The rubber 
caps which accompany each tube of media should be replaced after 
inoculating the media and plugging the tube thus preventing dessi- 
cation of the culture during incubation. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


547 samples of sputum have been examined for the tubercle 
bacillus which was found in 119 or 21 per cent. of the specimens. 
Twenty-two specimens of blood were examined for this organism, 
these bloods were all from typical cases of tuberculosis and the 
etiologic factor was found in the sputum of each case, but in no 
instance could it be demonstrated in the blood. The object of 
these examinations was to try out Rosenbergers method and to see 
if the organism could be demonstrated in the blood before the 
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sputum. The method used was as follows:—about 5c. c. of blood 
is withdrawn and mixed with an equal quantity of a 2 per cent. 
solution of sodium citrate in physiologic salt solution this mixture is 
then centrifuged and the sediment smeared on a slide, dried and 
flooded with distilled water until laked, the film left on the glass is 
then dried and stained by Ziehl-Nielsens method. 


During the past year most of the sputum specimens have come 
in in our own cases and the improvement is readily noted, there is 
still room for improvement however in the collection of the speci- 
men, many of these are practically pure saliva a substance which 
very seldom contains the tubercle bacillus, if the directions printed 
on the reverse side of the blank, a copy of which is enclosed in 


every sample case, were carefully observed better results would 
follow. 


DIRECTION FOR COLLECTING SPUTUM 





1. Remove the sputum bottle. Label it with the patient’s 
name, address and the date and give it to the patient. 


2, Direct the patient to spit directly into the bottle, without 
getting sputum on the outside. 


3. The first sputum raised from the lungs in the morning is 
to be preferred. Saliva, vomitus and hamorhagic material should 
not be collected. Purulent and cheesy sputum most frequently 
contains the bacilli. 


4. Get directly from the patient or family the required information 
and fill out in full the blank on opposite side of this slip. 


5. When the patient return the sputum bottle, the physician 
should carefully examine the outside for sputum carelessly depos” 
ited upon it, and if any is found, wash it off with carbolic solution. 
He should test the stopper to insure that there is no leak; see that 
the opposite side of this blank is properly filled, repack both as 
they were when first opened and send to this laboratory. 
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Note. The demonstration of the presence of tubercle bacilli 
in the sputum shows the existence of tuberculosis, but the absence 
of tubercle bacilli, or failure to find them microscopically, does not 
exclude the existence of the disease. The disease can only be 
probably excluded if repeated examination of the sputum fails to 
show the presence of tubercle bacilli 


Yours respectfully, 


E. H. HAYWARD, M. D. 


REPORT OF MILK AND DAIRY INSPECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909. 
Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—I herewith have the honor to submit a report of 
work done by me as Milk and Dairy Inspector for the year ending 
June 30th, 1909. 


Number of-farms visited iie..cs pease one 260 
Number,of animals inspectéd vv si) 1o33 -. ea 2805 
Number of gallons of milk shipped from these 

farms Gaily>.n stages oe ee eee srl eee 7328 
Total number of visits to farms ....... oP Rint ake ee 1500 
Total number of visits to receiving stations...... 150 
Number of gallons of unsanitary milk dumped.. 316 
Number of unsanitary farms shut out....... aes 23 
Of -which reinstated oi 45 Os arene eee en 12 
Number of licenses issued? «32. 45922 a0 iy oo 10 


In making this annual report to you, you will notice that my 
time has been spent principally on cleaning up one section of my 
territory, this being the eastern section which in my estimation 
needed inspection mostly. I found that after the first. visit I would 
have to call'again to see that the instructions I gave on the first 
visit were carried out. I even found that a third, fourth and fifth 
visit was necessary to enforce the rules and regulations of the Board 
of Health. When first visiting most of these farms the farmers 
were very arbitrary to our inspection privileges. This has in a 
_ great measure been overcome. About the latter part of September 
last year numerous cases of typhoid fever were reported to this 
office. Upon thorough investigation we found that the families 
infected, in nearly all cases, has received mllk coming from the 
Connor’s Creek section. I also found eight cases of typhoid fever 
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on the dairy farms located on this Creek. This infection I believe 
to have been caused by the stagnant and contaminated water of 
Connor’s Creek. This was being used as drinking water for both 
for human purposes and cattle as well as for washing of utensils 
used for dairy purposes. I immediately shut out all dairy farms 
from this section until they were thoroughly disinfected and put in 
sanitary condition. I also saw to it that they provided themselves 
with new receptacles and caused them to obtain their water from 
city. I also forbid the pasturing of cattle in or about this Creek. 
From this time on it was noticeable that no new cases of typhoid 
were discovered and the previous cases above referred to, soon 
recovered with the exception of about ten deaths which occurred 
in this section during the months of September and October. 
About two months of my time was entirely spent on this investiga- 


tion, 
During the year I have caused eight new stables to be built. 


And with the exception of a few stables visited all had to make 
repairs with respect to ventilation, sanitation, tying of cattle, etc. 

I found that a great many farmers did not cool their milk pro- 
perly. This I think will be remedied by the enforced usage of a 
cooler and aerator which if handled properly will cool and aerate 
the milk immediately after milking, which is absolutely essential to 
the preserving of pure and wholesome milk. I also found that very 
few farms were equipped with the necessary dairy houses in which 
to store their milk, which were separate from the stables or 
dwelling houses. This defect has been remedied in most all cases. 

There are just a few recommendations that I would care to 
make at this time principally the enactment of legislation or an 
ordinance to enforce the licensing of dairy farms from which milk 
is received into the city. This, I think, would greatly lessen our 
work. The score card system now in use could be remedied con- 
siderable to make it less complicated and would eliminate a great 


‘part of our clerical work. 
Respectfully submitted, 


JOHNS ROEHL, 
Milk and Dairy Inspector. 


REPORT OF MILK INSPECTORS 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909. 


Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer. 
DEAR SIR:—The following is the report of the Milk Inspectors 
for the year ending June 30th, 1909. 


Number. of samples taken. 2.55.05 %%4..45 eee 1474 
Number of samples below standard. ........... 18 
Number of cansedynrped 9s crc one oie ere re ieee 10 
Formaldehyde@yu.é nik iwiee wanes cia ae ee 0 
Prosecutions for adulteration (7.0.00. 54,.4.5-.,.5% 2 
Gonvictions %. 2.45 ea pore Aco eee ne ee ae te 1 
Inspections of daity premises 47°.0.)..02 0.0 —0.3: 1438 
Orders ‘for. licenses issued. 7.2%. Sc .wae! Gow 4.6 ss 1026 
Orders for licenses refused .... ..... Hn Yoroble Sp: 59 
Complaints received from citizens (about) ....... 50 
Dealers forced out of business .... .....- .. ies RAS 
Dealets premises improved . 07... 05s 3 oo oe 50 


By computing the percentage of all samples below the chemi- 
cal standard it will be found that approximately 14 per cent. were 
adulterated as compared 34 per cent. one year ago. By deducting 
10 adulterated samples which were taken from cans afterward con- 
demned and destroyed and never reached consumers, a percentage 
of 4 per cent. is left as compared with 1% per cent. for last year. 
This cannot be regarded as anything but a very favorable state of 
affairs so far as chemical purity is concerned and as the city or 
inside Inspectors had very little hope of reducing the low percent- 
ages obtained last year, they believe that much credit for this year’s 
further reduction belongs to those Inspectors working with the pro- 
ducers outside the city. 
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The milk sold in stores has under the regulation forbidding the 
sale of loose or bulk milk come to present the same proportion of 
adulteration as the above and these low percentage now replace the 
ones of 20 per cent. or 25 per cent. in previous years. In addition 
to this improvement which can be positively shown by figures 
resulting from chemical analysis, no more loose milk is found in 
uncovered receptacles standing around the floors or in ice boxes 
used for general purposes, exposed to dust, dirt and the eminations 
of other articles which may happen to be in its vicinity. It is im- 
possible to show in figures the improvement which this results in 
but it will not be disputed nor underestimated by anyone who is 
posted as to what constitutes the most important qualities of pure 
and wholesome milk. All milk now sold in stores in Detroit is 
kept in bottles filled by the wagon milk dealers at a place and 
under such conditions as are approved by this department. 


The inspection and supervision of wagon dealers or regular 
dairymen has continued as formerly. Those who have been 
located at the same place for any length of time have places suit- 
able for the handling of milk in a proper manner and but little 
attention need be directed towards them, particularily those who 
have been in business for a number of years. They are willing 
and anxious to do anything nece$sary to improve their equipment 
and it is gratifying to note the prosperity and business success of 
these advanced dairymen. New dealers are constantly coming 
into the business however, and these practically all look on milk 
handling as a buying and selling proposition pure and simple. 
They do not appreciate the care and painstaken effort necessary to 
the successful conduction of the dairy business. They are usually 
shop or store workers who go into dairying for the reason that they 
believe it would be healthier to work out of doors. With these it 
is necessary to go into the details of modern dairying from the 
ground up and repeat them again and again. For it is not enough 
to hand a copy of the statute. ordinance and rules on pure food to 
a new dairyman and tell him that he will be required to live up to 
them, just as it would be insufficient to tell a freshman student 
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assisting at his first operation that he would be required to be 
aseptic. The principles back of these regulations must be presented 
repeatedly to him for if their spirit as well as letter is not madea 
part of him he will require an inspector to watch his every move as 
long as he stays in the milk business. The reason for this is that 
even with an earnest desire to do what is right a different standard 
of cleanliness prevails among different people and many would 
sincerely class as clean premises which would not be so considered 
by this department. As an instance of this the case may be stated 
of a westside dealer. At first he kept his milk, washed, dryed and 
filled his bottles in the horse stable. Under pressure of this 
department he erected a milk house adjoining the barn but knocked 
a door through into the barn. Again this department interferred 
and the door was closed.. Next he was found washing the bottles 
in the barn but readily ccnsented to transfer this operation to the 
milk house. Finally during a rush season he moved his bottle dry- 
ing rack into the barn to give him more room in the milk house and 
thereby neutralized all his former efforts. Of the new entrants into 
the dairy business it is safe to say that not more than one in ten 
stay in it more than a year. ‘Then under pressure from this depart- 
ment or other cause they sell out to another new comer and the 
instructions, threats and complaints begin all over again. 


~The small producers having from one to six cows inside the 
city limits present very little permanent improvement in sanitary 
conditions. ‘They are very difficult to regulate on account of their 
lack of intelligence and interest in the milk business. They require 
an amount of the Inspectors time out of all proportion to the 
quantity of milk produced which fortunately is very small. The 
same conditions prevail in other cities. 


It is very agreeable to report. that the milk temperature pro- 
blem seems pretty well solved so far as the city delivery is con- 
cerned. The use of formaldehyde. has entirely disappeared not a 
single sample having been found to contain it during the past year, 
With its disappearance the milk men have'so universally adopted 
so affective an iceing system that practically all tests made on. 
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retail delivery wagons show a temperature of 50 degrees F. This 
is as milk is delivered to consumers houses. If delivered between 
2 and5a.m., and from that time allowed to stand on the steps 
until 7 or 8 a. m. we have no way of knowing what its temperature 
may be but this custom undoubtedly constitutes a very weak link 
in the endeavor to secure to consumers a satisfactory milk supply 
and is the source of much dissatisfaction arising from early souring. 
The temperature tests made at the receiving stations do not show 
as good a condition as the above though there is a decided im- 
provement in that no milk is now found which has been shipped 
with absolutely no cooling whatever. The large creameries all 
maintain iceing plants at their country receiving stations and their 
milk comes into the city at a temperature varying from 40 to 46 
degrees. The farmers who ship individually to individual milk 
peddlers are practically never provided with ice houses. ‘They are, 
however, uniformly installing aeraters and cooling the milk to the 
lowest limit possible with spring water. With this system their 
milk comes into the city at a temperature of about 60 degrees. We 
never find milk at these stations showing a temperature of 80 
degrees as we did up to one year ago. 


One of the most unsatisfactory things connected with milk 
inspections is the difficulty of showing in figures the good results 
accomplished. It is largely designed to be a work of preventive 
medicine rather than of cure and it is safe to say that the more 
effective it is the less spectacular will it be. During the last year, 
however, an epidemic of typhoid fever gave an opportunity to test 
its practical effectiveness. Four cases of typhoid having been 
reported on one dealers routé a house to house canvas of his 
customers was made and disclosed a total of twenty-four cases in 
one small district. This would usually be considered a large 
number for the whole city. The source of infection was quickly 
traced to a contaminated region bordering Connor’s Creek. The 
product of milk from this section was excluded from the city, it 
being necessary to resort to dumping large quantities in some in- 
Stances before the quarantine could be made effective. Three or 
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four cases of typhoid already in the incubation state when this 
action was taken were reported thereafter but no new cases were 
infected from the milk supply after that time. 


Last fall the hoof and mouth disease broke out in several dairy 
herds in the neighborhood of Detroit. There is very little to report 
concerning the city milk end of this epidemic. The milk supply of 
that whole neighborhood was excluded from the city ten days 
before the federal officers arrived and made a diagnosis of the true 
condition. No untoward effects in humans were reported in this 
section as a result of this outbreak and we believe with one possible 
exception there were none anywhere in the country. 


On account of the scarcity of skimmed and watered samples 
and the total absence of formaldehyde the prosecutions for the past 
year amounted to only two. of these one was convicted and fined 
$5.00 and costs, the other was dismissed as it was impossible for 
us to prove the ownership of the milk route. 


During the past year 312 gallons of milk have been destroyed 
by dumping. This has resulted from extreme cases when the 
owner has defied the orders of this department to keep his product 
out of the city or where adulterated milk has been found in the 
possession of dealers and analyzed before they had an opportunity 
to deliver it. 

The different branches of this work of milk inspection have 
grown to varied and numerous that it has become impossible to do 
the work that has accumulated as we would like to do it and with 
the promptness that it should be done with the same force so far 
as the city itself is concerned that was employed eight years ago, 
and at the same time undertake any of the innovations which should 
be a part of the milk inspection of a large city. There are in 
the city eighteen hundred places retailing milk. To take enough 
samples from all of these so that the Inspectors would be at all 
times conversant with the quality of milk each dealer is selling and 
to follow up the reports received from the Chemist, doing immedi- 
ately whatever is necessary when adulterations are found or when 
the tests show conditions approaching too close to the minimum 
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standard and at the sametime testing in like manner the supply at the 
stations to protect the city dealers would be a work to take practic- 
ally all the time of two men. To maintain a system of inspection 
over the premises of the dealers and especially the new ones so that 
a fault in the premises or management would be corrected as soon 
as or before it occurred, would also require the services of at least two 
men. The clerical work of this branch of your department such as 
the keeping of a card filing system, recording the condition of 
dairies and noting the changes ordered to be made and the agree- 
ments of the dealers thereto, the receiving and passing upon appli- 
cations for licenses and the issuing and recording of the same to- 
gether with the keeping of a book recording the results of analysis 
under each dealer’s name, to be done promptly and ina businesslike 
manner would require the time of a clerk doing nothing else. It 
has been a source of regret and irritation that this clerical work has 
not been more complete and up to date and adequate to the needs 
of the large department, for often this bookkeeping has been de- 
layed by outside work that would admit of no delay until the rec- 
ords were so old as to be of little practical value. All of the above 
makes no mention of the detail work such as the investigation of 
complaints, correspondence needing the personal attention of the 
Inspectors, etc. Almost every mail brings inquiries for detailed 
information from other municipalities who have generally been very 
glad to reciprocate to our inquiries from them. 


The chief trouble, however, is that with the present force 
there is no possibility of taking on more work and there are a num- 
ber of new things which should be taken up by the milk depart- 
ment. The restaurants have never received any systematic inspec- 
tion. There is no question but that more time should be devoted 
to them. A system of cards to be filled out by the farmer and 
countersigned by the local Health Officer on the outbreak of conta- 
gious diseases in his family and mailed to this office would prevent 
such an epidemic of typhoid as occurred last fall. It would obviate 
the necessity of looking for the cause after twenty-four persons had 
been affected, some of whom unfortunately died. There seems to 
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be in this city no less number of different brands of “ Certified 
Milk” than the number of milk pedlers having three or more wag- 
ons. Each concern “ Certifies’ its own product, whatever that 
may mean. A milk of known quantitative chemical constituents 
and the lowest bacterial count together with the other qualifications 
generally covered by the term “Certified Milk” is a necessity of the 
present time, but it should be certified by the Board of Health. 
The name should not be used in its present meaningless way. This 
department has always declined to issue letters to any dealer com- 
mending his milk supply for the reason that dealers would be apt 
to use such letters in a way that would be unfair to other dealers. 
We believe, however. that the public would be interested in know- 
ing the holders of medals for superiority in the production, hand- 
ling and delivery of milk, the medals to be won in impartial compe- 
tition. If these competition could be held frequently enough we 
believe that the public would be of material assistance in eliminat- 
ing the indifferent dealers. 


Respectfully yours, 


VV Mi ee LO Hee Viet): 
GEO. PALPMERLE DR M2eD: 


REPORT OF MILK AND DAIRY INSPECTOR 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909. 
Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—I herewith present you my first annual report as 
Milk and Dairy Inspector, being for the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1909. 


Farms tvisited, Mere fi scayci, ERE, 408 
COWSMNSDECECD sio-syitare alates wihiersid Sale sia heme areas 4412 
Cows affected with actinomycosis.......... We iphner oe 13 
Cows affected with foot and mouth disease .. .... 44 


Cows affected with tuberculosis according to tuber- 
CUITIAOStY. (sw eh S ete a ek ne eet 14 


Daily average milk production of these farms .. ..9197 gallons 


I must say that I have been agreeably surprised at the general 
condition of the cows, but am sorry to say that I cannot speak so 
favorably of the stables and the sanitary conditions of their sur- 
roundings. I find that most of the dairymen overlook some very 
important matters, namely, ventilation, drainage and light, and I 
have been endeavoring to impress this matter on their minds and I 
find that they are coming to the conclusion that they should bring 
about better conditions as suggested. With regard to the cooling of 
the milk I have been endeavoring to enforce the use of the aerator 
and I find that those that are using them are very much pleased 
with them.and I am also urging the use of stanchons for fastening 
or tying the cows in the stables, instead of using the chain or rope, 
as I find it impossible to keep the cows clean otherwise. I have 
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had difficulty with some of the dairymen when I have advised them 
to clean up and put their premises in a proper sanitary condition 
and they have questioned my authority to come on their premises. 
One farmer would not allow me to examine his cows or stables and 
I at once prohibited him from shipping milk into the city and kept 
his milk out for six months before he agreed to the inspection. 
Another farmer would not put his stables in proper condition and I 
kept his milk out for a period of eight months, when he 
agreed to build a new stable. I have compelled a number of 
farmers to build new stables and also repair their stables. I have 
been compelled to stop the shipment of milk from several farmers 
until they cleaned up and put their stables ina proper sanitary con- 
dition, and as soon as they find they have to do those things they 
readily comply with my requests. In the month of October last I 
was informed that there was a farmer in Oakland county shipping 
milk into the city from a herd of fourteen cows that had been 
tested by the use of tuberculin and proved to be affected. I at 
once made an investigation and found that the report was correct 
and immediately prohibited the shipment of milk intothe city from 
that farm. The herd was placed under quarantine by the State 
Live Stock Sanitary Commissioner, and are still under said quaran- 
tine. On the 18th day of October, 1908, there was a complaint 
made to you that milk was being shipped into the city from the 
vicinity of Elm station, Wayne County, from a number of cows 
that were sick, and you requested me to make an investigation of 
that report. On Friday the 19th, I therefore proceeded to that 
district and found that the complaint was well founded. I found 
four herds aggregating forty-four cows, all showing symptoms of 
_apthious fever, or what is more commonly known as foot and mouth 
disease. A number of said cows had been treated for about three 
weeks. [at once notified the owners of the above mentioned herds 
to stop shipping milk into the city and the entire shipment of about 
one hundred and fifty cans a day from Elm station was prohibited. 
The matter was reported to you immediately and also to Dr. Green 
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of the U. S. Bureau of Animal Industry, as well as to the State 
Live Stock Sanitary Commission. 

Now with regard to tuberculosis, as you no doubt are well 
aware, it is an impossibility to properly diagnose a case of tubercu- 
losis in the bovine by a physical examination, hence the small 
number of cases reported (57), and I feel satisfied that the tuber- 
culin test would increase that number to a very great extent and I 
would therefore recommend that the tuberculin test be insisted on 
as far as possible. Of course it will entail a hardship on a great 
many dairymen as the state law stands at present. I have had a 
few dairymen test out their herds and I think that within the next 
year we will see a large increase in the number of herds so tested. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOSEPH HAWKINS, V. 5., 
Milk and Dairy Inspector. 


és 
“he tate? 
J bye 





REPORT OF MEAT INSPECTORS 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, July 1, 1909. 


Guy L. Kiefer, M. D., Health Officer : 


DEAR SIR:—The following is the report of the work done by 
the Meat Inspectors during the year ended June 30, 1909. 


INSPECTIONS OF MEAT OFFERED EOR SALE: 


Eastern Market and other markets :—Carcasses of beef, 31,788; 
dressed sheep, 63,297; dressed calves, 26,248; dressed hogs, 12,689; 
dressed poultry, 498,300 lIbs.; fish, 438,800 Ibs. Chicago Beef 
Houses:—Carcasses of beef, 23,880; dressed sheep, 19,965; dressed 
calves, 8,295; dressed hogs, 4,621. Various slaughter houses:— 


Carcasses of beef, 17,200; dressed sheep, 15,315; dressed calves, 
11,955. 


INSPECTIONS “OFS LIVE STOCK, 


Eastern Market:—5,679 crates of live poultry. 


INSPECTIONS OF MARKETS, SLAUGHTER HOUSES, AND 
COMMISSION HOUSES: 


Made 2,660 calls at retail markets; 857 calls at slaughter 
houses, fish houses, Chicago beef houses, commission houses, and 
the Western market were visited on an average of twice a week. 


CONDEMNED MEATS 
RETAIL MARKETS 


Spoiled and unwholesome meats, 16,671 Ibs. 
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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL MARKETS 


611 Dressed sheep—16,016 Ibs. 

230 Dressed calves— 13,331 Ibs. 

11 Dressed hogs—1,875 lbs. 

Smothered poultry—4,295 lbs. 

Dressed poultry—6,090 Ibs. 

Fish—25,095 lbs. 

Beef—20,889 lbs., consisting of carcasses, quarters, sides, rounds, etc. 
Veal—1,140 lbs., consisting of fronts, quarters, etc. 
Hams—147 lbs., consisting of boiled and smoked hams. 
Pork ribs—2,700 lbs. 

Pork loins—105 lbs. 

3 Barrels of livers. 

8 Boxes of sardines. 

3 Boxes of kidneys—210 lbs. 

2 Boxes dried beef—30 lbs. 

Head cheese—120 lbs. 

10 Boxes brains. 

2 Crates of eggs. 

1 Box evaporated apples. 

4 Bunches bananas. 

77 Pairs rabbits. 

12 Boxes herring. 

Pigs heads—470 lbs. 


INSPECTIONS OF LIVE STOCK AT THE MICHIGAN 
CENTRAL RAILROAD STOCK YARDS: 


Cattle 53,603 ; Calves 40,254 ; Sheep 215,743 ; Hogs 335,005; 
condemned and destroyed at these yards. Live stock:— Cattle 64, 
after slaughtering, and on second inspection, 11 of these were 
passed. 


Sheep 662; Calves 310; Hogs 6. 


Since our last report, the owners of six slaughter houses situ- 
ated in the district, west of Woodward avenue have installed con- 
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crete or brick floors in the buildings and yards connected with 
them, and others are at present making all the alterations and im- 
provements in their premises required by law.. 


During the ensuing year the majority of the owners of the 
slaughter houses in that district will have made the necessary im- 
provements to place them in sanitary condition. 


The orders issued by the Board of Health to the Michigan 
Central Railroad Company to properly drain and pave its stock 
yards, are being carried out, some of the work having already been 
completed, the sanitary conditions at present in these yards being 
much better than they were at the last report. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JACOB L. WALTZ, 


FRANK KOLB, 
Meat Inspectors. 
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